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Foreword

Translation has long served as a vital bridge connecting nations, cultures, and
civilizations. It goes far beyond the simple transfer of words from one language
to another; it represents a process of cultural mediation through which ideas,
knowledge, values, and traditions circulate across linguistic and geographical
boundaries. Through translation, societies are able to engage in meaningful
dialogue, discover one another’s cultural heritage, and participate in a shared
human experience that transcends borders. Translation, therefore, plays a crucial
role in ensuring that cultural expressions are not isolated but, instead, become
part of a broader global conversation. By making knowledge accessible across
languages, translation contributes to the enrichment of human civilization and

prevents the intellectual stagnation that may arise from cultural isolation.

In the Algerian context, the importance of translation becomes particularly
significant. Algeria possesses a rich and diverse cultural heritage shaped by
centuries of historical interactions, multiple linguistic influences, and a variety
of cultural traditions. Preserving and promoting this heritage requires not only
documentation and conservation, but also effective communication with the
wider world. Translation facilitates this process by enabling Algerian cultural
expressions to reach international audiences, while also fostering a deeper

understanding of Algeria’s historical depth and cultural diversity.

This Special Issue, entitled “Translation and Algerian Cultural Patrimony”, is
dedicated to exploring the relationship between translation and Algerian cultural
heritage. It aims to highlight the role of translation in preserving, documenting,
and promoting Algeria’s cultural legacy, while also examining the ways in
which translation contributes to the transmission of cultural knowledge across
generations and cultures. By bringing together diverse perspectives on

translation and heritage, this work seeks to contribute to the broader effort of
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valorizing and protecting Algeria’s cultural identity and introducing its rich

heritage to the international community.
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Coordinators of the Special Issue:
Dr Naima BOUGHERIRA,
Dr Lilia LAMRAOUI,

Dr Souad CHEKROUNE.



