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Preface
Journal of Studies in Languages, Culture, and Society (JSLCS)

Volume 8, Issue 3 – July 30, 2025

Technologizing Language Teaching: Perspectives on AI, LSP, and EMI

Nadia Idri & Radia Bouguebs (Eds.)

We are pleased to present the July 2025 Special Issue, titled
"Technologizing Language Teaching: Perspectives on AI, LSP, and EMI." This
volume appears at a critical juncture in global higher education, where
pedagogical models are increasingly influenced by the convergence of
technological innovation, internationalized curricula, and linguistic
specialization. The contributions to this issue offer a range of theoretical,
empirical, and practice-oriented studies that examine the complex
interplay among Artificial Intelligence (AI), Language for Specific Purposes
(LSP), and English as a Medium of Instruction (EMI). Collectively, these
papers provide crucial insights into how these forces are reshaping the
landscape of language teaching in both academic and professional domains.

This issue reflects our sustained dedication to supporting
scholarship that is relevant, context-sensitive, and attentive to the needs of
often overlooked academic communities. The articles respond to urgent
concerns in language education, including the use of AI in teaching second
and foreign languages, the integration of LSP courses with labour market
requirements, and the realities of multilingual, postcolonial classrooms,
such as those found in Algeria. Taken together, the contributions offer
grounded reflections on the shifting landscape of language teaching in a
world shaped by migration and digital transformation.

The articles in this collection can be broadly grouped into several
key thematic strands.

The inaugural strand undertakes an in-depth investigation into the
essential and foundational responsibility that falls to the field of (ESP) in
successfully closing the significant gap that exists between the world of
academic knowledge and the socio-economic needs and requirements of
the immediate community in question (Idri & Haouchi, 2024). Early in this
volume, Haouchi and Idri make the positive move to bring the EL@AN
Project to the fore as a real model that proves invaluable in making
successful contact between the world of study at the university and the
realities of professional life, doing so in a way that is appropriate and
topical. Following this initial showing, Mizab and Ayad then build on the
significant discussion by highlighting the critical nature of undertaking a
rigorous requirements analysis to serve as a basis for the creation of a
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curriculum for ESP that closely aligns to the specific needs of employers in
the field in question. Complementarily, Boumediene takes this discussion
forward by examining the possibilities of technology in offering superior
support to ESP learners. She skillfully illustrates the corpus toolset while,
at the same time, revealing new data-centric learning approaches that
harmoniously enhance the broader learning experience. Muñiz Calderon
and Ben Malek then explore the numerous possibilities inherent in the
field of ESP to enable individuals not only to emerge as leaders but also to
develop the necessary global competencies required by today's fast-paced
and interconnected world stage. The section then culminates in the
inclusion of two quite different studies in the field that are of significant
relevance to the profession as a whole: Gherzouli, Nasri , and Angal provide
their research in this regard. The authors investigate the effectiveness of a
course to be delivered remotely and exclusively centered on the field of
Medical English, while Yurzhenko and Kononova explore the direct
influence on the design and composition of ESP courses specifically for
maritime engineers, providing thought-provoking research rigorously to
explore this pivotal point between learning practice and the needs of the
industry.

A second, critical area of investigation centers on the new and novel
applications of technology in conjunction with artificial intelligence, which
can be meaningfully integrated into the various processes of language
learning and instruction. In this context, Chaami provides an elaborate
theoretical examination that investigates the radical change we are going
through, moving from the venerable classical dictionaries, which have been
in use for generations, to the newly emerging algorithmic forms of
mediation that are being proposed within the field of language learning
today. This highly detailed theoretical system is complemented by
fieldwork investigation: for example, Haddadi carries out a thorough field
study in pursuit of understanding the daily application of various AI tools
by media students in Algeria, revealing the valuable learning experience
that the users have been able to obtain as an immediate consequence. At
the same time, Braknia, Guerfa, and Sakhri carry out a study to find out the
experiences of PhD students as they go about navigating and
understanding the tremendous contributions that the artificial intelligence
field has been making toward enriching the value added to the process of
acquiring the English language. Besides this, Zitouni researches the
mission of the language-learning system Duolingo in facilitating
individuals to become more skilled and competent users of English.
Additionally, Semakdji and Reghis evaluate the degree to which useful and
accessible information and communication technologies can help improve
the cultural literacy of learners. Finally, Attia widens the scope of the study
by analyzing the broader and often unexpected consequences that the
advent of the field of artificial intelligence and the startup culture can exert
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over the field of higher education, the field of scientific research, and the
changing dynamics of the labor market.

The third set of ideas examines the complex history and the fast
burgeoning trajectory of (EMI, as it is being promoted in tandem in the
singular context of post-secondary school learning in Algeria. The
particular environment for learning that we are targeting here is defined
by it complex and multi-dimensional linguistic as well as policy dynamics
that literally distinguish it from other learning contexts throughout the
globe. With their rigorously academic research work, Hammoudi and
Zerouati provide an in-depth analysis critically examining the cognitive
processes as well as the identity beliefs that Francophone teachers who are
actively involved in the practice of EMI entertain. Filling in the depth of this
important work are the critical evaluations instigated by Rouaghe, Assassi
and Rahnama, concerning the policy consequences that accrue due to this
expansive change. The particular assessments highlight in particular the
delicate equilibrium to be found between the international aspirations that
motivates these efforts and the locals norms, often starkly different from
one learning environment to another. With this in-depth investigation,
Lemlikchi and Amara provide an in-depth case study that examines the
possible directions for the realization of the Content and Language
Integrated Learning (CLIL). They are targeting in particular the field of
technical specializations, being extremely precise concerning the field of
architecture, the one explicitly highlighted in their research work.
Additional contributions are essential since they help to offer micro-level
evaluations that closely scrutinize the complex and multidimensional
experiences of teachers, as well as the sophisticated processes of
curriculum design. Here, Sili and Aliouchouche narrow their research to
the salient factors of job satisfaction and the professional devotion
exhibited by primary school teachers, providing a comprehensive and
comprehensive analysis of their human and professional experiences. With
a differing methodology, however, Boukhalkhal, Hamaidi, and Hamadi shift
their attention towards exploring both the myriad benefits and the varied
challenges experienced in a Master's programme in didactics tailored
specifically for in-service EFL teachers, making it a pertinent and valuable
research field. Further, Nechad and Belkhir conduct an objective evaluation
of learner involvement by closely scrutinizing and exploring the views of
graduates in relation to synchronous writing instruction, all for the
purpose of establishing how such forms of teaching invariably affect and
mold the overall learning experience.

Finally, the issue ends with interdisciplinary points of view that link
language teaching to translation studies, rhetoric, and very specialised
fields of work. Younis Mustafa reevaluates translation procedures for
cultural allusions within English-Arabic contexts. Labed uses traditional
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rhetorical theory to look at the speech and stress patterns of a well-known
political speech. Innocent and Gaksu's work ends the collection. They talk
about problems nursing students have with using prepositions and give
useful tips for language help in professional training.

Methodologically, the researchers utilise a comprehensive blend of
qualitative inquiry, case studies, discourse analysis, and field research,
enhancing the discipline through vigorous cross-disciplinary collaboration
(Nowotny et al., 2016).

We are very grateful to the writers for their intellectual passion and to
the reviewers for their hard work and helpful comments. We also like to
thank the editorial and technical team, whose hard work was essential to
getting this volume published. We believe that this special issue will be a
useful resource for teachers, scholars, policymakers, and technologists who
work at the ever-changing crossroads of language, technology, and society.
May it also encourage more language education innovations that take into
account the needs of different groups and look to the future.
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