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Special issue Word

Algerian Journal of Human and Social Sciences (AJHSS)
University of Constantine 3- Salah Boubnider

Rethinking precarious housing in Africa: toward a renewed reading of urban dynamics

Precarious housing today constitutes one of the most striking expressions of contemporary African
urbanization. Long apprehended solely through registers of deficit, illegality, or marginality, it now appears as
a complex, structuring urban phenomenon that profoundly reveals the economic, social, political, and
environmental transformations affecting African cities. In a context of sustained population growth, intensified
mobility, climate crises, and strong pressures on land and housing, precarious neighborhoods no longer
represent a peripheral reality; they fully participate in the making of the African city.

This special issue of the Algerian Journal of Human and Social Sciences is dedicated to “Precarious
housing in Africa: dynamics, resilience, and trajectories of an informal urbanity.” Our aim was to move beyond
approaches traditionally focused on lack or the failure of urban policies, and to promote a more nuanced reading
attentive to capacities for innovation, forms of resilience, and the mechanisms of city making developed by
residents themselves.

The call for contributions attracted significant interest from researchers from several African countries
and other scientific contexts, testifying to the cross-cutting nature of this issue. The manuscripts received draw
on a variety of disciplinary approaches—urban planning, architecture, geography, sociology, anthropology,
economics, and political science—confirming that understanding precarious neighborhoods requires ongoing
dialogue among the social sciences, territorial studies, and environmental studies.

The selected articles examine the multiple dimensions of precarious housing. They analyze, in particular,
the historical processes that led to the formation of these neighborhoods, the contemporary logics of their
spatial expansion, conditions of access to land and housing, forms of local governance, environmental
vulnerabilities, and the daily practices through which residents construct strategies to adapt and improve their
living environment. Several contributions also highlight the decisive role of social networks, community
initiatives, informal economies, and local innovations in producing an original urbanity often ignored by public
policies.

Beyond the diversity of case studies, the contributions converge on a key finding: precarious housing
cannot be reduced to a mere urban anomaly destined to disappear. It is a durable urban fact that fully
contributes to the production of African metropolises and whose understanding is indispensable for developing
more inclusive, more equitable, and better adapted urban policies to local realities.

This issue also highlights the limits of approaches based exclusively on eradication, rehousing, or
administrative regularization. The authors show that the most relevant interventions are those that recognize
residents’ skills, promote civic participation, support local initiatives, and inscribe housing improvement policies
within a logic of co construction with the populations concerned.

The richness of the presented case studies also offers particularly fruitful comparative insight. Despite the
diversity of national contexts, several problems appear common: insufficient supply of affordable housing, land
pressure, the effects of climate change, precarious infrastructure, but also the extraordinary capacity of residents
to organize and produce collective responses to the difficulties they face.

By bringing together these contributions, this special issue secks to entich scientific debates on the
trajectories of African urbanization and to open new research perspectives on the relationships between
informality, governance, resilience, and spatial justice. It also calls on public decision makers, local authorities,
planning practitioners, and civil society organizations to renew their view of these territories—not as marginal
spaces of the city, but as essential components of its future evolution.

We express our sincere thanks to all the authors who agreed to share their work, to the anonymous
reviewers whose expertise greatly contributed to the scientific quality of this issue, and to the editorial board of
the Algerian Journal of Human and Social Sciences for their support throughout the editorial process.

We hope this special issue will help feed academic debates and inspire new research, while encouraging
the emergence of more inclusive urban policies that are more sensitive to the realities of African cities.

Prof. Nadra Nait Amar

University of Constantine 3 Salah Boubnider, Algeria
Special issue coordinator

Prof. Martin Luther Djatcheu Kamgain

University of Yaoundé I, Cameroon

Special issue coordinator
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