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Abou-Bekr Belkaid University Department of English

Introduction :

This paper argues for a rational and consistent wayf Teaching/
learning literature in the Competency-based Approab, with a
particular focus on its didactic dimensions. The tan CBA which has
become common place in many tutorials (seminars) peesses, in effect,
specific competencies, skills and a very high sensgépersonal linguistic
proficiency in the language of education. When langage teachers are
not native speakers, the responsibility placed on dnguage Teacher
Education (LTE) programmes is to transform the pro@ss of language
teacher preparation into a never-ending quest for gality. For that
reason, one may claim that Language has been rigitlcited as a
principal tool for learning. In this respect, Adeghja (1994:96) echoes the
powerful influence of language for national develoment in these words:

The educational system is the powerhouse of develept in every
nation. When it is sick, its sickness will most d¢ily be contagious and
affect the entire nation. On the other hand, whehi$ healthy, the entire
nation in all probability will enjoy good overall dalth. Language is crucial
in ensuring the habits of an educational system

Hadjoui Ghouti
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Problems of Teaching/ learning literature

A number of contextual problems may account for the
ineffectiveness of teaching and learning literature (British, American
and African), in the Algerian Higher Educational system. The problems
include the literary text itself; the teacher may tioose any text without
referring to its nature. A teacher may provide somekind of answer to
these four questions:

Why do learners read?

What do they read?

Who are the writers writing to/for?
How do they read?

Therefore we should try andensure that they are reding for a
purpose on a specific_topicand with a certain readerin mind, and that
we have an awareness of the waye read, i.e. understand, analyze, and
yet interpret.

At another level, the relationship between languagand culture has
been a topic of absorbing interest to many writers Accordingly, this
correlation regards literature as a conflicting point, and this may
project on the learners some bad attributes in thecquisition because
they have to understand separately the language witits components
and then the culture.

In addition to this, teachers resist innovations. Gapman and Snyder

(cited in Marope and Chapman 1997:90) say that
" is helpful in explaining why some teachers appeato resist

innovations. They (Chapman and Snyder) make the obsvsation that
because ‘all innovations increase the complexity deacher work life by
expecting them to use different instructional mateals, teach in new ways or
learn new content', the solution is either to lowerthe complexity of the
intervention, or to increase the incentives so thaeachers believe the effort is
being rewarded. For this the implication is that ugng INSET for upgrading
and for promoting to perform new roles can be conwvaently used as an
incentive to introduce more modern teaching approdtes.
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Why a need for a change

The "Strategy for the Modernization of Algerian Education",
promulgated in the year 2000 by the Ministry of edaation, directly points to
the competency approach as "one of the foundationfor the renewal of
education." The purpose of the modernization of edcation consists in "the
creation of the mechanism for the stable developmerf the educational
system" which, in turn, must "insure the modern-dayquality of education on
the basis of maintaining its fundamental characteand of its correspondence
to the present and future needs of the person, sety and the state." The
renewal of educational content presupposes an origtion toward an "exit
standard,” toward clearly formulated educational oucomes. The notion of
competency here is interpreted as one which "inclugs not only cognitive and
operational-technological constituent parts, but ao the motivational, ethical,
social, and behavioural." The emphasis on "key congiencies as the central
notion around which projects on educational contenshould be built" is a
response to the task of devising such standards. &ffiollowing characteristics
are used in the selection of key competencies:

Key competencies are multifunctional. One must haviiem in order to
achieve a wide range of important goals and to cayrout complex tasks in
various situations; i.e. to solve a variety of prolems encountered in
everyday, professional, or social life.

Key competencies are interdisciplinary; they are aplicable in various
situations, not only in school, but also at work,n the family, and in the
political arena.

Key competencies require significant intellectual evelopment:
abstract thinking, self-reflection, determination d one's own position, self-
assessment, critical thinking, etc.

Key competencies are multi-dimensional, i.e. theynclude various
reasoning processes and intellectual abilities (aly#ical, critical,
communicative, and other), "know-how," as well as ammon sense.

Teaching literature, from the meaning to the sense

Reading passages may be either literary text or infmational text. Its
purpose is to measure students’ achievement in cangting meaning from a
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wide variety of texts. Literary text allows a focuson the text as a work of art
with language as its medium. It provides entertainrant or inspiration and
includes fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama. Rssages representing
literary texts should address a variety of themes ppropriate for and
interesting to students at the designated grade lel Excerpts from literary
text must contain all of the qualities of good liteature.

Informational text is subject-matter centred, wheren language is used
to solve problems, raise questions, provide informi@n, and present new
ideas. Another form of informational text includes material that is
encountered in everyday life outside the classroonmformational passages
should represent different points of view and inclde issues and problems.

' # 0 $ # % &

As a result, one may conclude that Literature can é viewed from two
different trends - escapist and interpreted- In thé respect the semantic
position of the literary concept between the meangand the sense offers a
high challenge in the frame of teaching/learning tierature. This dichotomy
distinguishes the sense as being used for individuand psychological ends,
and the notion of meaning as being manipulated fogsocial and conventional
ends. (Bertalanffy,1973: 245).

To sum up this point, | may say that the meaning isonventional where
there is a mass and collective agreement; whereabe sensory meaning
provides a variety and a discrepancy of interpretabns and exegeses.

In this respect | see it very seize able to mentiothe theoretical level
(aspect) of the meaning as being already founded @rraced by Geoffrey
leech, who proposed 7 seven types (of meaning). €ch,1981: 09-23).

1- Conceptual _meaning it is logical, cognitive and has denotative
context.

2- Connotative meaning the virtue.

3- Social meaning the social circumstances.

4- Affective meaning the feelings and attitudes of the speaker.

5- Reflected meaninga sense associated to another sense.
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6- Collocative _meaning  share common ground; e.g. boy/girl.
Male/female.

7- Thematic meaning message in terms of order.

But, the application phase describes 4 four typed meaning, and the 3
three remaining types refer to sense (2/4/5).

Naturally, the sense can be recognized by five bastomponents: (see
the behaviourist approach, In Morris Charles: 156).

1- Asign.
2- An interpreter: an organization for which somethingis a sign.
3- An interpretant: the interpreter’s reaction to the sign.

4- A denotatum: the something else to which the intengtant is a
partial response (the referent).

5- A signifcatum: those properties which identify a daotatum as being
a denotatum of the sign.

Competency-Based Assessment and How to evaluatethe literary
studies

Evaluation in traditional courses typically involves administering
knowledge-based tests while knowledge-based assas#sican certainly be used
in CBA to measure mastery of information, the primay focus is on measuring
mastery of skills. In keeping with this, Thomson ntes that the decision to
recognize a performance as satisfactory and to deteine competence should be
the basis for success of a competency-based progréfi9l).

Lytle, Wolfe, Sticht and Foyster respectively argud that
Competency-Based Assessment must be closely relat&d criterion-
referenced standardized testing, competency-based ssessment
measures an individual's performance against a prestermined
standard of acceptable performance. Progress is bad on actual
performance rather than on how well learners perfom in comparison
to others (Lytle and Wolfe 1989; Sticht 1990, Foyst 1990).

Competency-based education and assessment were dewed in
response to the need to assess students’ achievetwaithin a functional
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framework. Because it recognizes the importance gfrior learning and
rewards what individuals can already do, it is morecompatible for use
with adults than standardized testing or the materals-based approach.
Assessment is also frequent, providing learners witregular feedback
and allowing them to advance when ready (Lytle andVolfe 1989).
Despite its congruency with adult education philogohy and practice,
competency-based assessment also has its criticecBuse competency-
based assessment usually takes place within the edtional setting, it is
still a test given under classroom conditions; thusa key theoretical
concept of successful functioning in life roles isemoved from the
assessment process. Some critics also contend tHaéte the materials-
based approach, competency-based assessment systezoatrol and
restrict teaching and learning (ibid.).

In seeking the origins of the competency-based mawent—also
known as the *“accountability movement” or “competercy-based
education” —, some writers indicate the similarities with the scientific
management theories of Frederick W. Taylor in the bginning of the
twentieth century. While some elements of competepased education
have clear similarities with Taylorist approaches ad may indeed have
been influenced by Taylor's work, competency-basedpproach is most
directly descended from the behavioural objectivesnovement of the
1950s in the United States; it sought to focus atidon on the intended
outcomes of learning programmes and, in particular,to encourage
teachers to express their instructional objectivesas changes in
observable student behaviours. Promoters of the mewment advocated
the specification of objectives as directly obsenme behaviours which
can be consistently recorded as either present oibaent (Bloom et al.
1971: 28). An important feature of the movement washe desire for
reliability of observation and judgement. Its origins are found in the
thinking of educators such as Benjamin Bloom. Consgiently, once
reading Benjamin Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives$ found
that | should be able to be specific about the litature curriculum and
its goals and objectives. Genres (poetry-drama- neV (fiction)) and
periods (medieval-renaissance- metaphysical Victan...periods) were
not enough, a lecture is based on the following gsgons:
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What did students have to know?
What cognitive operations did they have to use?
What affective outcomes were sought?

People in the short past years (During the late dies and early
seventies) became involved in the “behavioural-oljive movement”. In
English studies one camp was led by James Moffettho said that nothing of
any value in literature study could be cast in behadoural terms; another was
led by people who believed that everything could bstated in such terms.
Like many educational movements, it has faded soméat, in part because
the psychological tide has shifted. The behavioutis have been replaced by
the cognitive psychologists, who find assistants amg the poststructuralist
critics and the reader-response theorists. Yet thegacy of Bloom's taxonomy
remains in educational thinking, particularly in thinking about the
evaluation of learning, an area that has been my igticit concern since
evaluation is the outcome of the teaching/learningrocess. Many critics see
behavioural psychology—which is closely associateavith Bloom—as
opposed and unfavourable to literary study, but sut a view is unhistorical.

| have found that the application of Bloom's taxonmies leads to
fairness and openness in instruction and particuldy in examinations.
Such application also seems to increase learning garmastery of the
subject. The taxonomies represent an enormous intettual exercise; it
has been challenged but remains basically sound anstrong. The
taxonomies seek to establish a mental hierarchy fro knowledge to
evaluation on the cognitive level and from receptio to a characteristic
approach on the affective level. (See fig. 1) Swe: Bloom, Hastings,
and Madaus 271-77.

Figure 1:
(Condensed Version of th@axonomy of Educational Objectives)

1- Cognitive domain

1. Knowledge
- Knowledge of specifics.

- Knowledge of ways and means of dealing with spécs.
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- Knowledge of the universals and abstractions in feld.

2. Comprehension
-Translation
- Interpretation
- Extrapolation
3. Application.
4. Analysis
- Analysis of elements
- Analysis of relationships
- Analysis of organizational principles
5. Synthesis.
- Production of a uniqgue communication
- Production of a plan or proposed set of operatics
- Derivation of a set of abstract relations
6. Evaluation.
- Judgments in terms of abstract relations.
- Judgments in terms of external criteria.

2- Affective domain

1. Receiving (attending).
-Awareness.
-Willingness to receive.
-Controlled or selected attention.
2. Responding
- Acquiescence in responding.
- Willingness to respond.

- Satisfaction in response.
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3. Valuing.
- Acceptance of a value.
- Preference for a value.
- Commitment.
4. Organization.
- Conceptualization of a value.
- Organization of a value system.
5. Characterization by a value or value complex.
- Generalized set.
- Characterization.
Conclusion

And finally, no one can deny that the system of teaing/ learning of any
literature is shaped and predetermined by the apprach designed (by the
government). Yet, and for a better process, | maguggest that any literary
text must be omitted from the political and to sore extent the religious
drives; as a result literature should have, onlya didactic objective and the
focus should fall entirely and solely on the text.
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