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The Rhetoric of Compression: Transformations of Arabic Discourse in the Age of
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Abstract :

This paper interrogates acceleration as a critical and methodological category rather than a mere
sociological description of the tempo of contemporary life, examining its bearing upon the structure of
Arabic discourse and upon the conditions of its production and reception within digital space. It proceeds
from the hypothesis that the compression characterising screen-based writing is not an accidental deviation
from a stable linguistic norm, but a modern instance of the principle of linguistic economy long theorised in
classical Arabic rhetoric under the headings of ijaz (concision), hadhf (ellipsis) and felicitous abridgement;

what has changed is the medium, the temporal condition and the source of the interpretive clue, not
the principle of density itself. Adopting a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach, the study sets the
apparatus of concision in the classical tradition (al-Jahiz, al-Askari, al-Sakkaki, al-Jurjani, lbn Jinni)
against the mechanisms of semantic compression in digital usage (the hashtag, the emoji, hypertext,
instantaneous commentary), drawing on discourse linguistics, internet linguistics, and theories of medial
transition from orality to literacy to secondary orality. It concludes that acceleration generates a discourse
that is structurally curtailed yet contextually inflated, in which the interpretive burden migrates from the text
to its pragmatic surroundings, so that meaning remains valid only for the lifespan of its context; and that
there is a pressing need for an Arabic digital rhetoric which reactivates the conceptual legacy of the
tradition not as a museum of terms but as an operative toolkit adequate to what is actually taking place.

Key words: acceleration; compression; digital discourse; Arabic rhetoric; internet linguistics;
instantaneous reception.
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