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Abstract:

This study addresses a compound problematic at the intersection of three fields that have remained
largely disconnected in contemporary Arab scholarship: classical codicology, digital humanities archival
projects, and artificial intelligence tools, particularly Handwritten Text Recognition (HTR) engines. It
advances the hypothesis that digital acceleration does not merely alter the media of manuscript preservation
but reconfigures the very ontology of the heritage text, destabilizing foundational concepts of Arab editing:
as! (original), nuskha umm (mother copy), samd’ (audition), and ijaza (transmission license). Through a
theoretical-applied approach, the study constructs a grounded Arab epistemological framework and
concludes with a practical proposal: a protocol for building an Arabic manuscript database that respects
cultural specificity (isnad, samd’, ijaza, wagqf). It concludes that artificial intelligence does not abolish
human editing but redistributes its tasks, and that Arab cultural specificity is digitally modelable provided
that an authentically Arab data model is constructed.

Key words: Arabic Manuscript; Digitization; Critical Edition; Artificial Intelligence; Heritage
Databases; Digital Acceleration.
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