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Towards a New Paradigm in Literary Translation Criticism: From Error Detection to
Constructing Cognitive Horizons
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Abstract:

This study examines the central role of translation criticism in advancing literary translation
through greater accuracy and communicative effectiveness. It contends that translation criticism fosters a
deeper understanding of semantic equivalence and textual correspondence by evaluating the coherence
between translated expressions and their structural and cultural contexts in the source language.
Furthermore, it enhances readers’ interpretive engagement with translated texts by promoting cultural
awareness and minimizing semantic distortion. The study concludes that translation criticism transcends its
evaluative function to become an epistemic and cultural practice that nurtures a reflective translational
consciousness and supports meaningful dialogue between languages and cultures.
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