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Unity of Being in the Thought of Abdul Ghani al-Nabulsi
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Abstract: The term "unity of being" has posed a problem in Islamic jurisprudence and thoughts alike. This is
due to its use by philosophers who believe in the eternity of the world and the unity of Creator and creation,
as well as by deviant sects. It was also used in the same form by prominent Sufis, such as Muhyiddin Ibn
Arabi, Ibn al-Farid, al-Afif al-Tilimsani, and others. Jurists were divided over their views, with one group
declaring them infidels, led by Ibn Taymiyyah, and another group didn't utter about them, and saw it better to
ignore their teachings. Sufi imams were also divided over their views, with a third group, such as al-Suyuti,
viewing them as a source of divine authority and a high degree of faith, defending them. The term "unity of
being" remained terrifying, to the point that many Sufis turned away from it and embraced another term,
"unity of witnessing.", until Sheikh Abdul Ghani al-Nabulsi distinguished between the philosophers' and
Sufis' understanding of this term, clarifying its meaning and what it leads to. He advocated for it in his
poetry, both alluding to it and explaining it. He devoted a treatise to explaining it in a comprehensive and
sufficient manner, exonerating those who profess it and dismissing the accusation against them. This
research aims to demonstrate the truth behind this term, the Sufis' understanding of it, and their basis for
adopting it, through the poetry and prose of Sheikh Abdul Ghani al-Nabulsi.

Key words: al-Nabulsi, Abdul Ghani, Sufi poetry, Unity of Being, Witness unit.
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