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Abstract: This article aims to understand the Chinese strategy in dealing with the
Russian-Ukrainian war, and to identify the most important explanatory determinants of
China’s position towards this conflict, covering the complex calculations that this war
poses on the Chinese interests and objectives. The analysis concluded that the Chinese
strategy towards this war is governed by internal factors (i.e., the principles of its foreign
policy, and its quest to create a peaceful environment suitable for its developmental
goals), and international ones (i.e., the nature of its relationship with the different parties
of the conflict, assuming the geostrategic East-West divide). This war has indeed put
China in a tightrope-walker situation; on the one hand, it has to maintain a certain
balance between various conflicting aims vis-a-vis its relations with all the concerned
parties, and, on the other hand, its keenness to maintain a degree of communication and
interests with each party. Certainly, this would further complicate its strategic
calculations: keeping a trade-off between the quest to maximize its gains and neutralize
the different risks and fears. The outcome will depend on the extent to which the Chinese
strategy could be flexible and adaptable while dealing with the developments
surrounding this war, which will decisively affect the future of international relations.

Keywords: Russian-Ukrainian war; China; Russia; The United States of America;
Strategic Calculations.
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