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Abstract :

This study analyzes the principle of non-
discrimination as a key element in protecting
children’s rights, assessing the alignment
between international standards and Iraq’s
national frameworks at both federal and
Kurdistan Regional levels. It compares the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and related
instruments with the Iraqi Constitution, federal
and regional laws, and sectoral policies in
education, health, and protection from violence.
Using a comparative analytical approach, it
examines legal texts, judicial and doctrinal
interpretations, and institutional mechanisms to
address  discrimination. Findings show a
constitutional and legislative basis for equality,
but persistent legal and administrative gaps
hinder effective implementation, especially for
vulnerable groups. The study calls for completing
the legal framework, improving institutional
coordination, and adopting special measures to
achieve substantive equality, concluding with
legislative, regulatory, and policy
recommendations. Keywords : children’s rights,
non-discrimination, Iraqi legislation, international
instruments,  substantive  equality, legal
protection.
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