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Abstract :

This study aims to analyze the responsibility of guardians in protecting their
children from vagrancy, behavioral deviation, and delinquency under the Iraqi
Juvenile Welfare Law, and to examine the extent to which this responsibility aligns
with international, Arab, and Islamic instruments. The central research problem lies
in questioning whether Iraqi legislation has succeeded in striking a balance between
imposing legal responsibility on the family for safeguarding juveniles and preserving
their familial rights in conformity with international standards. The research adopts
an analytical-comparative methodology by examining Iraqi legal provisions and their
judicial applications, and then comparing them with relevant international and
regional instruments. The findings indicate that Iraqi law has established a stringent
framework linking guardians’ responsibility to both financial and criminal sanctions,
and that the judiciary has reinforced this framework through precise principles, while
highlighting the need to strengthen preventive measures and family support. The
study recommends reforming the legal provisions to incorporate family rehabilitation
programs, expanding institutional and social cooperation, and reconsidering financial
penalties so as to achieve both deterrence and rehabilitation.

Keywords:
Guardians’ responsibility, juvenile vagrancy, behavioral deviation, juvenile
delinquency, Iraqi Juvenile Welfare Law.
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