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Abstract

The research addresses the development of semiotics and semantics in Arab heritage,
explaining how the Arabs understood the sign and the importance of perceiving it in various
sciences such as rhetoric, interpretation, debate, jurisprudence, and criticism. The study
showed that in Arab heritage, the sign was not understood merely as a signifier and a
signified, but included vocal and physical cues, symbols, and the social and psychological
context, considering that meaning could be interpreted depending on the relationship
between the signifier and the signified. Scholars such as Al-Jahiz, Ibn Sina, Al-Ghazali, 1bn
Khaldun, Ibn Jinni, and Al-Jurjani contributed to establishing the foundations of semantics
and semiotics, through analyzing verbal synonyms, homonyms, and linking signs to mental
images and external reality. The research points out that these Arab studies formed an
important basis for understanding modern semiotics, especially in the analysis of texts and
narrative forms. The research concludes that semiotics is not an isolated branch, but a
methodological tool for understanding communication, language, and multiple meanings,
with a recommendation to utilize it in modern critical and linguistic studies.
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