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Abstract

This study aims to examine the dispute between Meta and the Palestinians regarding
content takedowns, particularly as Meta denies - or seeks to justify restrictions. The study
adopts a critical approach to platform design, conceptualizing it as a “Panopticon” where
various forms of surveillance and punishment are exercised, and preventive policies are
imposed to shape the “disciplinary subject” through repeated sanctions and psychological
manipulation (Gaslighting).

Employing a descriptive-documentary approach and content analysis, the study
examines Meta’s community standards, drawing on Foucault’s Rules of Punitive Semio-
technique, Gatekeeper Theory, and the concept of gaslighting to analyze enforcement
mechanisms.

Results reveal three levels of gatekeeping, involving overt and covert punitive
practices. Meta’s persistent denial of censorship functions as Gaslighting, modifying
Palestinians’ digital behavior and restricting their capacity for independent thought and
action. Thus, these platforms are not neutral spaces for free expression; rather, they function
as a regulatory apparatus that imposes and reiterates sanctions.

Keywords: Penal Semiotics; Meta Community Standards; Digital Prison; Digital
Gatekeeper; Gaslighting
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