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Abstract

Environmental crime represents one of the most critical global challenges of the
contemporary era; rather than targeting a specific individual or group; it undermines entire
ecosystems and threatens human life over the long term. Among these offenses, forestry
crime serves as a primary paradigm of environmental degradation. Illicit encroachments on
forest wealth and vital natural resources exhibit a complex legal construction and inflict
extensive, often irreversible, ecological and material damages. Recognizing the gravity of
these threats, the Algerian legislature has established a dual framework for penal protection.
Initially, protection was derived from standard criminalization and sentencing provisions
within the Penal Code. However, following a series of devastating, premeditated wildfires
across various regions of the country, the legislature enacted dedicated legislation via Law
No. 23-21 concerning forests and forest wealth. This statutory shift elevates the prevention

of forest fires to a matter of national priority, utilizing enhanced punitive measures and
heightened penalties to enforce the state’s criminal policy of deterrence.
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