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Abstract

This article examines rainmaking rituals in the folk heritage of the JBALA region
(TLEMCEN), with particular emphasis on the symbolic and social role played by women
in rain invocation practices. The study addresses the question of how women perform these
rituals, the cultural and social meanings embedded within them, and the transformations
they have undergone in the context of modern social change. The research adopts a
descriptive and analytical anthropological approach supported by ethnographic methods,
including field observation and interviews. The findings reveal that women occupy a
central position within these rituals as symbols of fertility and mediators between the
community and nature. The study also highlights the interweaving of religious and folk
elements, as well as the persistence of ancient symbolic practices reinterpreted within the
local Islamic context. The article concludes that rainmaking rituals constitute an important
form of intangible cultural heritage reflecting the collective memory and cultural identity
of the mountain community, which calls for their documentation and preservation.
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