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Abstract

This study investigates the rhetorical structure of Ibn al-Rundi’s “Nuniyya,” viewing
it as a sophisticated poetic text that transcends the conventions of Andalusian elegy to
articulate a densely meaningful critical discourse. The analysis focuses on irony as a central
rhetorical mechanism manifested through antithesis, parallelism, innuendo, sarcasm,
rhetorical questioning, the wise-style response, and shifts in address (iltifat). Through an
applied approach grounded in classical Arabic rhetorical theory, the study demonstrates how
the poet transforms the historical moment of Andalusia’s downfall into a linguistic force that
exposes the tensions between past glory and present collapse. The findings show that irony
in the poem serves not only aesthetic purposes but also significant pragmatic and
argumentative functions, particularly in criticizing Muslim inertia and invoking moral
responsibility. Ultimately, the study concludes that the artistic value of the “Niiniyya” lies in

its ability to combine emotional intensity with precise rhetorical craftsmanship, producing a
text of enduring cultural significance.
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