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Abstract

Abdelmalek Mortad (1935 to 2023) is widely recognised for his contribution to
contemporary Arab narrative theory and practice, through both critical writings and
creative production. This study offers a stylistic approach to his novel “Maraia
Mutashatiya” (Broken Mirrors) in order to uncover the aesthetic and expressive dimensions
of its narrative worlds. It examines how imagery and artistic depiction are crafted to shape
meaning, and how stylistic choices contribute to psychological effect and reader
engagement. By probing the novel’s formal and rhetorical construction, the paper seeks to

clarify the mechanisms through which the text achieves its influence and to identify the
stylistic features that distinguish Mortad’s narrative achievement.

Keywords
Abdul Malik Mortad; narrative achievement; artistic depiction; psychological impact;
stylistics.
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