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Abstract

Pragmatic analysis extends beyond linguistic form and literal meaning by attending
to context and communicative intention. Conversational implicature is a key mechanism in
pragmatic discourse analysis because it explains how speakers can mean more than they
explicitly say, and how hearers infer intended meanings through contextual reasoning. This
article applies implicature theory to the Algerian novel “Le Quai aux Fleurs ne répond plus”
by Malek Haddad. It first outlines the relevant theoretical premises and then offers an applied
reading that traces how implicatures operate within narrative dialogue. The study addresses
guestions concerning how implicature can be mobilised to interpret narrative discourse and
how interpretation can be guided to avoid arbitrary or distorted readings. It also argues that
dialogue involves not only word choice but appropriate use across situations. The novel is
presented as a strong challenge to Gricean maxims because it foregrounds literary discourse
that deliberately violates conversational principles to achieve aesthetic and communicative
effects.
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