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Abstract

Geography in the medieval period witnessed a significant transformation in its
development, reaching new horizons within the framework of Islamic civilization. The
expansion of its scope led to the activity of travelers whose writings became an integral part
of geography, studying the urban landscapes and conditions of the peoples they encountered.
Thus, travel became an inseparable part of society. Arab writers commonly used the term
"travel literature™ to refer to the writings of Arab and Muslim geographers and travelers, who
left behind a rich body of work imbued with literary elements.

These journeys blended geography, literature, and anthropology by recounting the
conditions of nations and countries. Their works varied across genres of literature,
biography, description, and geography, representing, in their entirety, a creative Arab-
Islamic contribution to these diverse fields of knowledge. This study aims to clarify the
confusion between the genres of travel, geography, and historical writing.
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