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Abstract

This study examines international trade with non-Muslims by clarifying how jurists
define non-Muslim status and by outlining Islam’s position on commercial dealings with
them. It specifies the legal and ethical controls that should govern international trade in
general and transactions with non-Muslims in particular. In the contemporary context of
globalisation, the spread of free trade agreements, and the growing role of international
organisations in regulating trade, the study argues that renewed attention is needed to
define the limits and conditions of commercial interaction with non-Muslims, especially
when transactions take place under their legal systems. The paper asks about the
permissibility of entering contracts governed by non-Muslim law, whether rulings on
prohibited transactions change when dealing with non-Muslims, and how such dealings
should be regulated. It concludes that commercial interaction must remain subject to clear
constraints, and that assigning specific rulings to Dar al Harb does not imply permitting
prohibited financial practices such as usury.
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