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Abstract

This paper situates the study of an early narrative text within cultural criticism by
examining the implicit cultural patterns embedded in its narrative system and the milieu in
which it was produced. Focusing on Ibn Zafar al Siqilli’s “Silwan al Muta‘a fi ‘Adwan al
Atba‘a”, the study moves beyond surface aesthetics to investigate unspoken contexts and
concealed meanings, with particular attention to what is marginalised or left unsaid. It
shows how Ibn Zafar mobilises a range of narrative symbols, oscillating between the real
and the imaginary, to articulate keys to sound governance. The analysis also highlights the

text’s political allusions, which reflect the author’s informed perspective and aim to alert
the ruler through a distinctive literary mode that combines persuasion with narrative craft.
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