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Abstract

This study examines the Qur’an’s stance on pre-Islamic poetry from a cognitive and
reform-oriented perspective. It addresses a central question concerning the validity of the
mental representations and intellectual patterns that underpinned ancient poetic discourse,
and the possibility of building a rational, cohesive society when such representations are
conceptually unstable. The study adopts a combined approach that integrates analysis,
comparison, and description in order to test several propositions. These include the distinct
nature and aims of the Qur’anic message compared with poetry, the intellectual and moral
ambiguity of the pre-Islamic value system, and the tendency of poets to intensify partisanship
and social discord. The findings indicate that the Qur’an reformulated a new worldview, set
clear ethical and artistic constraints for speech and creative practice, and criticised only the
misleading aspects of poetic discourse while recognising its aesthetic value.
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