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Abstract

The topic of this presentation revolves around the essence of the character in the
novels of the Algerian writer Bashir Mufti. His texts depict fragmented times and
disintegrated selves, torn between absurdity on one side and a rejected system of values on
the other. The character often occupies the margins or moves toward the unknown,
experiencing existential anxiety while attempting to reclaim its lost self, split between the
past—what it once was—the present—what it currently is—and the future—what it aspires
to become (“Dasein” in Heidegger’s terms). In these texts, the protagonist loses their essence,
represented by their values and cognitive system, and faces an overpowering authority that
engages in a destructive act against the individual, symbolizing the conflict between good
and evil. This existential anxiety helps highlight the psychological dimension of the narrative
in Mufti’s novels.
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