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Abstract

The city of Mila is one of the historically significant cities, thanks to its fortified
geographical location, which has allowed it to witness the succession of numerous
civilizations. These civilizations have left behind a rich cultural heritage that remains present
to this day. One of its most prominent landmarks is Sidi Ghanem Mosque, classified as the
oldest mosque in Algeria and the second oldest in the Maghreb after Ugba ibn Nafi Mosque
in Kairouan. This monument stands out for its historical and archaeological importance, in
addition to its unique architectural features that set it apart from other Islamic landmarks.
Over the centuries, the mosque has undergone numerous modifications and additions, which
can be observed through its architectural elements and building materials. This study aims
to shed light on the mosque's development across different historical periods, relying on
historical sources, as well as analyzing its layout, architectural elements, and findings from
archaeological excavations conducted within it. This approach provides a deeper
understanding of its historical significance and civilizational value.

Keywords :old Mila; cultural sequences; architectural properties; Sidi Ghanem’s
Mosque.
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