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Abstract

This study aims to deconstruct how identity is built and transformed in the Palestinian
"Al-Wehdat Camp" in Jordan. It posits that this identity can be analyzed based on the
premise of the camp as a public space where identity manifests as a "temporary existence
and an eventual return." The researcher relies on the methodological framework of the
sociology of everyday life, which focuses on observation, description, and analysis at the
micro level, or "microsociology." The study uses the concept of place as a performative act
born out of the Palestinian Nakba, intrinsically linked to the element of time. Thus, place is
understood through "sites of memory," and time through historical articulations. This study
utilized field research for data collection, aligning with the study's use of oral history, which
focuses on individual narratives. The study found that identity construction in Al-Wehdat
Camp is linked to the historical periods experienced by Palestinians in the camp, according
to four temporal contexts: UNRWA, Arab nationalism, the Palestine Liberation
Organization, and Oslo. The study demonstrates how these temporal contexts have
influenced the collective identity of Palestinians in the camp and how they reflect the
ongoing interaction between place and time in shaping identity.

Keywords :ldentity; historical context; Wehdat camp; Palestine; Oslo.
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