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Abstract

The study aims to define cyberbullying as a new phenomenon that has spread among
young people using social media platforms for the purpose of entertainment and attracting
attention, despite being contrary to ethics and religious teachings. In addition, the study aims
to identify its specifications as a crime that deserves punishment for the harm it causes,
especially in light of the delay of the Algerian legislator in enacting laws to combat and
criminalize it. The results of the study showed that there is no explicit expression in the
Algerian Penal Code or its amendments that describes the act of cyberbullying. The
perpetrator is punished according to the nature of the act committed, and this is done through
judicial interpretation. For example, the Penal Code can be applied in its provisions on
defamation, insults, or slander, if the content of cyberbullying includes defamation or insults.
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