59 — 49 - (2024) jowe> 0250 19 Wi (o daaly) ol dket

P25 sl "8 piall 3 AU L5y G Al EY) Ty Aisdl 15w
Identity question, and the principle of alienation in the novel “little Cairo” by
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! Abstract:

The novel "Little Cairo" by Amarah Lakhouas is considered as one of the Algerian novels of crucial importance in raising issues related
to the self and the other, the identity and the difference, beyond the story of the margin and the center.

: It is a novel that opened up to the human experience in its deep and complex dimensions, and raised more questions than it was given in
: terms of answers. :
In its general content, this novel translates the story of the immigrant/intruder in his intertwined relationships with the other/different/the :
owner of the space in order to integrate, live, and continue. The confrontation begins at the level of the imagined between the two opposing voices, :
i the voice of the immigrant and the voice of the owner of the space, moments of utterance, disclosure, and resistance. The response, permeated with
: the processes of rejection and acceptance, disclosure and discovery, recognition and rejection, approaching and moving away...,It seems that the :
i central question raised by the novel is, what are the issues that seem decisive to transform a person's relations with himself and with the other who
are different from the nature of hostility, centralism, and selfishness to the nature of understanding, friendliness, tolerance, and intimacy?
How we can live together in peace in one space despite ethnic, religious, linguistic and sexual differences, away from disagreement and conflict? :
Through this intervention, we will try to answer these and other questions based on looking at the novel as an alternative narrative to the
narrative of unilateralism and isolation. i

Keywords: The self; the other; the identity; the principle of exoticism; Little Cairo; Amarah Lakhouas.
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