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Abstract:

This article examines the mental and social condition of Algerian Muslims during the early
decades of the French occupation, in a context marked by the near-total absence of sources
expressing their own views, in contrast to the abundance of French military and
administrative records. The study demonstrates that this silence did not signify consent, but
rather resulted from repression, the prohibition of public protest, the lack of an Arabic press,
and policies of subjugation. Reports by French generals reveal widespread misery, recurrent
famines, land dispossession, and violations of religious sanctities, all of which deepened

feelings of frustration, resentment, and a desire for revenge. Despite periods of relative
prosperity, genuine integration never occurred, as Algerians continued to perceive the
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occupation as a foreign power threatening their very existence. The article further argues that
uprisings were less a form of religious extremism than national and social movements, fueled
by settler colonial policies, legal discrimination, and major economic crises, particularly the
famine of 1867—-1870.

Keywords: French occupation; collective mentality; Algerian Muslims; land dispossession;
early Algerian uprisings.
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Guerre, H 163. .min .1858, Arch .au ministre de 1'Algérie, Alger, le 16 nov .Le général C.S.T.T.M -

1858. .Ibid., Chanzy, directeur des Affaires arabes, rapport au ministre de 1'Algérie, Constantine, 16 nov -3¢

.min .Le général Castu, commandant la division de Constantine, au général C.S.T.A., 22 janvier 1859, Arch -*’
— 1961 .C M .H R .164 .Guerre, H

Rapport du colonel Pein, 3 avril 1860, ibid., H 170. -3

IyC général Desvaux, commandant la division de Constantine, au général C.S.T.T.M., Q.G., 6 avril1860, -*
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Ibid., Martimprey au maréchal ministre de la Guerre, Alger, 17 avril1860. -*°
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184.
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Le général commandant la subdivision de Dellys au général commandant la division d'Alger, Dellys, 19 avril -#
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Ibid. -%°
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