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Military Activities of Sheikh Abdelhafidh Al-Khengui in the Eastern
Zibans: The Battle of Oued Biraz (17 September 1849) as a Case Study
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Abstract:

This study examines the figure of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hafiz al-Khangi as a representative
model of Algerian popular resistance leadership that combined religious authority with
military command during the nineteenth century. He was raised in Khunqat Sidi Nagi, within
a scholarly and Sufi milieu that shaped his intellectual and spiritual formation, enabling him
to assume simultaneously the roles of a zawiya shaykh and a military leader. The research
focuses on the Battle of Wadi Baraz in 1849, regarded as the most significant episode of his
struggle against the French occupation, with the aim of analyzing his military strategy in
managing this confrontation. The findings reveal that al-Khangi relied on a broad tribal

organization and comprehensive jihad-based mobilization, combined with a skillful
exploitation of geography—particularly riverbanks—to achieve surprise and concealment. He
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also adopted tactics akin to guerrilla warfare, inflicting substantial losses on French forces,
including the death of their commander. The battle highlights the crucial role of coordination
between Sufi lodges and tribes in unifying resistance efforts, underscoring the historical and
military significance of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hafiz al-Khanqt’s experience, which merits further
study and instruction.

Keywords: Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hafiz al-Khanqt; Algerian popular resistance; Battle of Wadi

Baraz; military strategy; Sufi zawiyas.
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