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Abstract:

The text examines the Eastern Zab region as one of the Ziban territories of significant
geographical and historical importance, given its role as a connecting zone between the Aures
Mountains and the Sahara, and as a vital space for the activity of religious brotherhoods
(zawiyas) and resistance movements during the nineteenth century. It focuses on the town of
Khenga Sidi Nadji, which, since its foundation in 1602, developed into a prominent scientific,
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spiritual, and economic center, renowned for the abundance of its zawiyas and for the

prosperity of agriculture, irrigation, and trade, to the extent that it was nicknamed “Little
Tunis.”
The study also highlights the figure of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hafiz al-Khangui, one of the leading
shaykhs of the Rahmaniyya order and a key leader of popular resistance, who combined
scholarship, Sufism, and jihad-oriented leadership. It discusses his role in mobilizing tribes
and coordinating efforts with the shaykhs of the zawiyas to confront the French occupation,
particularly in the context of the Battle of Oued Braz in 1849, which constituted a pivotal
moment in the resistance of the Zab region. Finally, the text underscores the divergence of
accounts regarding his fate after the battle, contrasting local sources with French archival
records, thereby reflecting the complexity of writing the history of resistance.

Keywords: Eastern Zab, Khenga Sidi Nadji, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hafiz al-Khangui, popular
resistance, Battle of Oued Biraz.
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