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An Archaeological Study of the City of Zana: The Paleochristian Basilica as
a Case Study
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Abstract:

The North African region was characterized in antiquity by the multiplicity and diversity of
its civilizations, which have left us today with abundant evidence and material traces of
human activity from that period. Among the most significant of these remains is Christian
religious architecture, which fulfilled a religious function in accordance with the teachings
and beliefs of Christianity.

The city of Zana, located in the province of Batna, contains numerous monuments of
different functions dating back to antiquity, most notably the Christian basilica. This basilica,
in turn, comprises important architectural and functional elements that played a significant
role in the practice of Christian religious rites and rituals.

Keywords: Christian religious architecture; Zana; Christian basilica.

41


mailto:yacine.rabah.hadji@univ-alger2.dz

51-41 .Ga Ga [52022/01 sl 07 sl S &5 Aaa
ISSN: 2716-8468 E-ISSN: 3088-7763

A U dsal A)aall adgal)
Lenal) dalie o pyi colianll Uy Laall Lnaadl e (ag)sibid ULy Ul dbae o
a0 3768075 s il Gl Jig e Qe 4l
g Al allaad) e daall e LAY U dae (g5iady ¢35.778003° 6.074294° i)
6 Aapdl) Lomscoall 85l gay (SAlg Adbeagy Ay ddeay (ad (A alaall Lgaal (o cAapidll 5y
posll (8 1aass LYY Al Jawg B 2@ Al D) 1KLL 2 sy (Ll 8 dadatiod) 55l
(01 digall 3)9all) 35.779293°  6.074622° il aua

.Google carth : oo +Lamaaall L5l L 5Y) Ul Aide adge Jii 101 dugadl 5 uall

tise Baaaly Anaally dilaiall il Pl di Ll ager 3 agysll Ayl Lo cuy
AN ALY ks damacal) L

AN sl a Lag Tlacly dgay iy galdl o Loy $apesal) (LG Lbie 0 L
¢l dainal)

alal b TN Gl sl Mas) hbie deswd) LW Lbie S
—Jledll sai damd Jligs Gl G L o Ball-Gigiall i s 4aTy ¢a17,10%:33
e ela WS oalindledl) gad dalad) LlaaY caled) 13gd dlad) Wiles jads Lo Ll 7 o2l
.216,90%,31,20 oala] iy (Jligs Gl

GSELL, S., 1901, p. 340. -!
DUVAL, N, 1977, p. 852. -2

42



51-41 .Ga Ga [52022/01 sl 07 sl S &5 Aaa
ISSN: 2716-8468 E-ISSN: 3088-7763

e 7 gy (dd)ali-dugiall dealsll Ge Gyl lelaae (e dumpaall LG ) Jeaall 2

zUs tdaial DG ) ackall 5aball G e 6l L) ladl e xi jeaall (uiisg (B) Dlae

Goo Lagie hu ol BaaeYl (e (lia ol (D3 C) Ohlan Lagin demiy clauils Glaling cdac
(01 Jakadal) 7 IS

DUVAL, N, 1977, p. 853. :0e -Jlgn GSELL, S., 1901, 02,p. 339. :0e .J)38

b oo Jligy s i) lly cdiiag papedll dilia el S dang¥) Flall g

ot Agal) dawy ) dsad) oda Yl L al) Wagia of oLl 63 (g S Gl
Caldid) lall Gea iy o oala Gl Tanel Gun i) LU jaa jlans 55500
i olibe Load dugial) dgall ey (libe Adledll dgall e et Cie af loaila ey
i e sas oDl #5860 (Jligy Gl i Wl (01 Jabdall) Cdual) e K
S Bsasal A8l L cdiae DA ge lagin Lasd (Dlats oladledl) ol palls sdumsial) 1KLL

GSELL, S., 1901, p. 340. -3
DUVAL, N, 1977, p. 859. -*

331 U 6@2008 ‘Cdb U..‘""‘é s‘?h 2
GSELL, S., 1901, pp. 339-340. -¢

43



51-41 .Ga Ga [52022/01 sl 07 sl S &5 Aaa
ISSN: 2716-8468 E-ISSN: 3088-7763

TeSal plalh duai lslas Al Al Ly lgine ) WS dilie dujali-dusiall dgal
(02 Jakaial)

Oligall (e JSI Glinpall plsjall o W s cCanall Glalie (e Xl Lslual Auleddl oL
Jigy il Lgaeay Al Aballs - ligall UK Leguilas ) (8 jal) (pe sl dngially Adledd
Y LS agpeil) o L dagidag clgailag S dbally dual) o dagide ed LS dilia gl e
(055 045 03 5;9all) iyl s3a Ciillag il magi Cilasles (sl el

.h..l f “;.\LW"-L

o 839ake duall (fio 105 8y gl o 83sake Luall i 104 Bypall e s3eale dual)l Jio 103 Bysal)
oole aiye caldigh 1o L Anpall dghll Oole caye aldih ioe Ldugiall Aghll re A8 A-Au ) Al
22023 22023 22023 Gole casse cplis

DUVAL, N, 1977, p. 859. -7
44



51-41 .Ga Ga [52022/01 sl 07 sl S &5 Aaa
ISSN: 2716-8468 E-ISSN: 3088-7763

Dby cplmans ol Lol o Adyall-dusiall dgall 8 Allie dus Jldss Cald) o8l
oY) On e zyall laladall 138 iy 3) LAual) 03] (sa Adyall-ddledll dgall & b
Blas adeg Al (e alS) dnge 4aild ulaal) Aledll Guen L Bkaisal) 55l 8 L) b sl
O dils oy AaSlfie las le8sh Ll oSIp a0 ALliall duall Gl G asll 4dle Ljele
(099089 075 06 5 9al) sl Gati (bl ) ag Les edalae (o lialaa

Aalled)) Leaadl) ddjal) Jics 107 5 guall Aeal) 4ual) utsA Jia :06 8 guall

Agiall &gl e 8353k dLlaa duall toe Al al-dugiall Lghl) e 53k
32023 ok Cadya ‘?sz toe ?2023 ool Cadya ‘(’L‘:"’-’é

~Lllesl) dgall 3 Jaae Jid 109 5 guall Lugiall Luerdll dajall Jici 108 ) gual)
A giall Lghll e ssale 48,40 Adleall Aughll e 535aks Al Luall
102023 Gole caipn cplish 0o 22023 Lajle cape caligh 1o

telial) ciluidig dlga

GUL 1., 1992, p. 158. -8
45



51-41 .Ga Ga [52022/01 sl 07 sl S &5 Aaa
ISSN: 2716-8468 E-ISSN: 3088-7763

Gy (A giall 20l gillS dapadl) Saall (pe 335ale aladia) Balae e damsnal) LU Cuy

(10 8ypall) dpiodl slaall ae KLU Ghan el 3 Gl Lol cilaxialy ¢ 5615 Sl

o dY) Al LI has ey (118 puall) I sale dawdlyy (el lgans pe Ledanys
(12 8y puall) pgysill Aol (uis gb Lginia)l Ll

- . &7
S 3 '

dbaliall dvcay¥) Jiai 112 8y sl QM\LM\QM:II 8) gual) ylaally dudoall 5ylast) Jiai 110 8 guall
e calish e Ampad) I Gole cae ligitoe nobasll g roe A V) Al A daial
22023 Lol .22023 02023 Lol cpipa

Pl dRdacal) 4o 50 AL
@Al Gl ey Ol el haele Ll Ly e gl Sb o) cilbpall )l Caes
M sy U ofialll Qo e ciais]

) L] D.M.S
sda¥) Al PAELIVS

IANVAIV
ANIS
il 2eSs D(iis) M(anibus) S(acrum)
) P(ublius) AELIVS
IANVA()IVS
(vixit) AN(n)IS

sl daay Gile Y Capplyibluglio (g Ausiall Guile 2gBU LS Cinay

()

sl L2 Sy el Alpgae dusilia A

GSELL, S., 1901, p. 339. -

CHRISTOFLE, M., 1938, p. 243. -1°

GSELL, S.; GRAILLOT, H., 1894, pp. 547-548. -11
CHRISTOFLE, M., 1938, p. 246. -2

46



51-41 .Ga Ga [52022/01 sl 07 sl S &5 Aaa

ISSN: 2716-8468 E-ISSN: 3088-7763
ke S Y i) ALy
A bl 895 aae s Lgieasi (S Y rddaal) das g
sl Alsgae gl

ol caipe caldigh 1o KL dadi€e A8 (e eal S 113 §)pall
22023

Al ddua)

Y Ujie Laily g€ il Laang LS AolS Lauiil) o s ol el dibaall Con
(153 14 5 pall) 1S Gdladl dgadl b agiSe e lgia Laial) oall e

Ibid., p. 247. -13
47



51-41 .Ga Ga [52022/01 sl 07 sl S &5 Aaa
ISSN: 2716-8468 E-ISSN: 3088-7763

A e

toe WAdml (e i) eyl Jici 115 8 gual) s S Ciph e daiiSe Liaaadl Jias 114 5y pal)
(:2023 u.n)\-n Catya seu'uﬁ

AX/IIN] ) Al

i ' j
Al S Y i) ALy
A ksl Jig aae e Whea s oS Y rAdaail) das i
KAl gl Alggae gl
D tiualal) Lomil

S.DD
OPATR

ks oK Y i) Al

ISEJE\ M}@A.A Cq.')il“
M/ il diad)

VPERIORI

O SIBIET C

I SVAE FE
M(emoriae) Ll 2SS

(...) (s)VPERIORI -
O SIBI ET C(oniugi)
I SVAE FE(cit)

€. gy dust] A8 g o LY (10)) 351N s3] das g

GSELL, S.; GRAILLOT, H., 1894, p. 547. -4
Ibid. -3

48



51-41 .Ga Ga [52022/01 sl 07 sl S &5 Aaa

ISSN: 2716-8468 E-ISSN: 3088-7763
OBl bl Al 8 55 Aumacs Al gl

Blas A diall U s35n90 gl shada Javsll 3 dgaie Blas Lad KAWL ]
Cagyal Jligs Caald) gy a8 AU A0V Bel@l) o 1 GugtSla bl yual) Gud e 8353
Gy BaeeY) lad e Janiey V5 ¢ pball JSEI 3 chadall (go Jaadll 130 i colaall
Dshbaa) oSa 3l 393 Al ehalall dadig (JoY) Gusibisinsa HohaliaY) age (A alleally il
& ot panSse
Al S Craiiall
18@:‘)\*«.\\ owaled)
(16 5, sal)

Sl ) aaleayy
oladll aad syl
e cpsrn calish 10m el shils sl danll AL i 116 Bypal) SR D
22023 gl e L)
& oLl & s
(185 17 §ypall) duall olo) AKa) 52elg ¢ (pand ) Hae Ayili-dugial) dgall

il - = .

1o Al BacE (Jiai 118 8y guall (S 76 S 117 8y pual)
32023 oole Cadya ‘?L":"‘Js 52023 oole Cadya ‘?L‘ji’é e

GSELL, S.; GRAILLOT, H., 1894, p. 548. -16
RENIER, L., 1854, p. 192. -17
DUVAL, N., 1977, pp. 860-865. -'8

49



51-41 .Ga Ga [52022/01 sl 07 sl S &5 Aaa
ISSN: 2716-8468 E-ISSN: 3088-7763

s duadAl

;o Lt (A1 U adgal dmaneall QLU i1 Ay Lalid ey

sl & Al Gl il agysill gas cagally Dpeell lgaBse B ISLOL daea) (S
Gaaldl) sdag cand uladyall giall ag ) Culall i G e lal) sl (e gy dadaiiull
Do dunsnna) GISISU CoF oas VI bl (& eyl 55l Liseastll aBlsall Ja (b laass
o ilianil)

o) Jatey Main] bbie Laseal) LI 3L Jie Lotie danaadl WSLSL aa
Lhidl s duerd i aly Abbieall lisll Ciia e o8y B0 e dus daial 208
B O Y1 cpgiee gty e il sa WSLHL Ll o) gl el Lasd (G B
Jsa2 e L toon (o) Lo Adail) 85l Ba (& Baalsl) Assaaall ISUSL & opibilina) ()
Ll ela) (B daudy dbeay ol S Grendl) Balie ads ag (Lindl PDlia) die cpudaisul
Aiaial) b il Lasss e sl

Ayl e domaed) LW 3 ali cul€ ) &l Gugilll dijeay agh pobis ol -
slelye (o9 Auibeg I 853dl) daay) ) Jgeagll gy ¢l djlasin¥) 5)3Y) gl A Calansy)
pgd A aoluin culS ) kil sy Ldlad) Glabll cids ) o) Lea gl Rl il aal)
il Al Lalilly AS5all agds gipale (Al allealls Ldlail (sae Loy agsdll (& ISl adse
aexdll Cajally Baliall ang leliadll Calidey Ll an (b Lonesall ISLSW b c35adl) ey 8
Al dnal) ewl (e,

YA Goans 3gal Dl Lo Leanglh aalaios Ll Y] edag yhaa (sllaall eojlill 03] a5 dsag
ool Gl 25 s RawsSisall o) Aibiugal) ehalll i ay dega Lol Sl degal
oo Lo 138 et Ailly g ysdl) dum)) (38 8ydlie ity A Lgihang ISUSLI Gy ¢(sDlue
sl JI sl et Lad Ll oedlae gealad) Ol 85 6 Al el aa G el
o Bnal) allaally (38155 LY lellaniad del 43 cranall e g (5D Ll AL dunsusdl)
Lo clednls & JIKa) ok dddal) 8 () ¢ opali-Jleddl pas diall olasl o)pualy akaill 55l
diaall daad) A AU V) Lgte Al olp el dal) ol ¢opilliie (i 8355 WSLIW o)
celagdlly il 33bal Garadad) Pagnlall alal) duall oo Wla 480 daally (UL
Giang 3 Aabal) gainse L cagull olaBD Aol L5l sda b Lald oyl lly
Al Jladl) ol oAl sat dgatias cDlae pualall il i Lo 35l A4 5 Dinsee SIS

74_49 R @ 6()2013 c@b ue.u:b ‘@1}_19

50



51-41 .Ga Ga [52022/01 sl 07 sl S &5 Aaa
ISSN: 2716-8468 E-ISSN: 3088-7763

Al € 1Y 08 Lyiliall Goneaal) 1S5 danilly (55 Palias algeaS () L) adlsa b
'@l g lhens A 0 e Onacndll Gl e oanadl) Cpal) pe ilanl claeg clsa
Lis sy Laay 1 (Bpdl-cagiall i aam U daocal) IKLHLIE (sl Gaalad) 5l
s 8asagall duall Allae

W ot il Gl aolie gy i)y alall— 1 JEIS oy (lal i) Gans aafi LS
Aagylaall GLIKEY! (e aaall Jad dacaye il

ped On igally Gl Sl (B jlilly L 5Y) diad oellacly cal jlicY) Balely algal) A
peliay)) saaY) US lo duanll dlae by (525 4iey adsell Al (oY) Cpalal)
(Bl dalaadly Aol )

s L) S galunl) dadld
Aae (oY) Glgily Aied Abde (A Lol QLU (2007 iy sl (a1
191-153 G o] il cilady
dabanets A1 Al )y (Lo sd dedalie b Al SISL S 2008 my ol cals 2
) daals OBV dgaa 8 ) gdia y Al BT o) 510 da g
Sy Chliil-Lased) 5 3 BhE 8 el et 2013 () Gl cals 3
T4-49 .o a2 cdgalall Eigadd)

4. CHRISTOFLE, M., 1938, Rapport sur les travaux de fouilles et consolidations effectués
en 1933-1934-1935-1936 par le service des monuments historiques de I’ Algérie, Alger.

5. DUVAL, N., 1977, «La Basilique de Zana (Diana Veteranorum) une nouvelle église a

deux absides ou un monument a auges ?», in MEFRA, 89, pp. 847-873.

GSELL, S., 1901, Les monuments antiques de 1’ Algérie, 02, Paris.

7. GSELL, S.; GRAILLOT, H., 1894, «Exploration archéologique dans le département de

Constantine (Algérie) — Ruines romaines au nord des monts de Batnay, in M.E.F.R, 1894,

pp. 501-609.

GUIL, L., 1992, Basiliques chrétiennes d’Afrique du Nord, I, Inventaire de 1’ Algérie, Paris.

9. RENIER, L., 1854, M¢langes d’épigraphie, Paris.

N

90

.269-267 Ul =@ 6@2008 ‘C—ib U..‘""‘é s@l; =20

71 .0m 22007 by s gala 2

51



