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Abstract:

The region of North Africa experienced an extensive process of Roman colonization,
during which numerous colonies and cities were established. Among them was the city of
Diana Veteranorum (modern Zana), which belonged to the province of Numidia. This
province witnessed a significant concentration of Roman military forces, particularly the
Third Augustan Legion. However, despite its strategic location and its historical and
archaeological importance, this city remains, to some extent, insufficiently explored, as
scholarly studies—especially epigraphic ones—are relatively scarce.
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This article primarily relies on the analysis of Latin inscriptions in order to uncover the
historical realities of this city, with particular emphasis on the study of administrative and
social elites. It highlights the various social classes and the most important offices held within
the urban community. From the senatorial and religious elites to the magistracies and the
military class, each group possessed its own characteristics, modes of organization, and
specific role within the city and its society.

Keywords: Social elites; Latin inscriptions; the city of Diana Veteranorum; Zana.
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