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The Gourara Fortresses (Ighamaoun): Documentation of Conservation and
Restoration Works at Agham Aqabli
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Abstract:

This study examines an architectural typology of fortresses known as Ighamouen, found in
the Gourara region. The case study focuses on Aghem (Agham) Akebli, an archaeological site
of an ancient fortress whose foundation dates back to the Middle Ages.

Agham Akebli comprises a mosque and granaries used for storing dates for the ksar, as well
as munitions. The Algerian Center for Earthen Built Cultural Heritage contributed to its
maintenance through five participatory workshops conducted in 2018, 2019, and 2021.

This research addresses the stages of site maintenance and highlights the importance of the

accompanying awareness-raising and training processes. Particular emphasis is placed on
documenting the state of conservation of the Agham Akebli mosque through the application
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of a photogrammetry-based protocol, implemented before and after the maintenance works, in
order to ensure accurate and detailed documentation of the conservation process.

Keywords: Agham Akebli, Gourara, 3D documentation.
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