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Archaeological Data on the Quarries of the Tahouda Region
-A Field Investigation of Mount Kmarou in the Aurés Mountain Range-
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Abstract:

Ancient quarries in Algeria bear witness to the economic and urban dynamism of these
regions during the Roman period. Widely distributed across mountain ranges with diverse

geological formations, these quarries played a pivotal role in supplying essential raw materials
for construction and sustained an extensive urban network extending from the Mediterranean
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coast to the desert frontier. The study of these quarries provides a unique window into inter-
regional economic relations, resource distribution mechanisms, and the administrative
organization of production at both imperial and local scales. The spatial distribution of these
quarries reflects a close relationship with major urban centers, where distance and logistical
capabilities determined transport efficiency and supply provision. Archaeological
investigation reveals traces of organized extraction operations, refined planning, and the
presence of specialized infrastructure designed to serve these purposes.

Within the framework of a research project on the Roman limes during the Roman period,
we conducted a field survey in areas adjacent to the ancient city of Tahouda. During this
investigation, we were able to uncover preliminary data regarding quarries distributed across
Mount Kmarou (380m), located within the Aurés mountain range overlooking the plains of
the Ziban region.

Keywords: Tahouda, quarries, ancient period, limes system, Mount Kmarou.
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