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Abstract:
Speech acts are among the most significant concepts in pragmatics, as they

highlight the performative dimension of language and its capacity to produce
effects and influence the audience, rather than merely convey meaning or aesthetic
expression. The importance of speech acts lies in their ability to provide deeper
insight into the relationship between the speaker, the context, and the addressee,
enabling the analysis of literary discourse as a communicative act that carries
multiple intentions and purposes. Building on this premise, the present study
investigates the deployment of speech acts in the poetry of the Omani poet Aisha
Al-Saifi, with particular reference to her collection “Fi Al-Thalathin Min
Nakhlaha” (“In the Thirtieth of Her Palm Trees”). The analysis draws on John
Searle’s classification of the five types of speech acts—representative, directive,
commissive, expressive, and declarative—to explore how Al-Saifi employs them to
construct her poetic discourse and convey personal, social, and ethical stances.
Using the descriptive-analytical method, the study identifies linguistic and
contextual markers that signal speech acts and examines their communicative and
pragmatic functions within the poems. The findings reveal that speech acts serve as
a powerful tool for meaning-making, with expressive acts articulating emotional
states, directive acts mobilizing awareness and resistance, and commissive acts
affirming ethical and social commitments. The study concludes that speech acts
transform Al-Saifi’s poetic language into a dynamic communicative practice,
uniting aesthetic creativity with pragmatic effectiveness, thereby making her poetry
both expressive and performatively influential.

Keywords: speech acts, Searle, Aisha Al-Sayfi, “In Her Thirty Palm
Trees”.
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