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Women and the Transmission of Prophetic Hadith:
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Abstract:

This study examines the role of women in the transmission (riwaya) of the
Prophetic Hadith through a descriptive, analytical, and comparative lens, spanning
from the dawn of Islam to the end of the eighth Hijri century. It investigates the
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distinctive methodological features of women's narration in light of Hadith
criticism criteria, assesses the convergence or divergence between female and
male transmitters' methods, and traces the evolution of women's participation
across four successive historical phases.

The study employs a descriptive-analytical-comparative methodology, drawing on
primary Hadith sources and biographical dictionaries (rijal literature),
supplemented by descriptive statistics on female transmitters across eras. Key
findings indicate that Hadith scholars applied uniform authentication criteria
regardless of the narrator's gender, and that female Companions' narrations were
distinguished by three salient methodological features: precision in transmission,
scholarly rigor as evidenced by the phenomenon of critical correction (istidrak)—
of which seventy-five instances were recorded for ‘A’isha alone—and the
integration of riwaya with diraya. The study further establishes that women hold
indispensable positions in high-grade (‘al1) isnads, and that traditions transmitted
exclusively by women have been foundational to Islamic jurisprudence.

Keywords: Hadith transmission; female transmitters; rijal criticism; al-jarh wa-al-
ta‘dil; Prophetic Sunnah; Hadith reception methods.
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