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Abstract:

This study examines the extent to which Mauritania’s current regional
administrative division meets the requirements of territorial development by
tracing its historical formation and evolution and assessing the degree to
which its territorial units align with the country’s demographic and
settlement transformations. The study aims to evaluate the capacity of the
existing territorial configuration to reduce disparities and promote spatial
balance, while identifying the key criteria that should inform any future
revision of the regional division. Methodologically, it combines a historical
analysis of territorial organization with a comparative analysis of
population, area, and settlement data, using the wilaya as the primary unit
of analysis. The study also develops a population—settlement—territorial
imbalance index, inspired by the Hoover Index, for the socio-spatial
analysis of the existing regional division. The findings reveal the substantial
influence of administrative, political, and security considerations on the
formation of Mauritania’s regional division. The study concludes that
enhancing the effectiveness of regional organization requires a
multidimensional assessment framework that integrates population size,
territorial extent, settlement patterns, and access to resources and services,
thereby supporting more coherent territorial development and a more
balanced socio-spatial structure.

Keywords: Regionalization, Territorial division, Regional imbalances,
Territorial development, Mauritania.
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