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Abstract:

This study aims to clarify the concept of tolerance within the field of comparative religion,
and to highlight the differences between its meaning in the Islamic perspective and its
meaning in Western literature. It also analyzes the reasons behind what is described as the
“tolerance” of polytheistic religions, tracing the origins and development of this idea in
modern studies.

The research adopts a comparative analytical method by examining concepts, surveying
Western and Arabic literature in comparative religion, and discussing historical and
intellectual evidence related to both polytheistic and monotheistic religions.

The study concludes that describing polytheistic religions as tolerant is not due to a single
factor, but rather to a set of overlapping elements. The most important of these include:
doctrinal flexibility, the absence of a dominant missionary drive, shared major beliefs, the
possibility of translation and cultural and linguistic integration, as well as political and
geographical factors. It also finds that the deepest and most influential factor is the internal
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capacity within the structure of polytheistic religion to absorb new gods and beliefs, while
the other factors act as supportive and motivating elements.

The study recommends the need to precisely define the concept of tolerance when studying
religions, and to avoid projecting the Western concept onto the Islamic perspective. It also
calls for expanding critical comparative studies that distinguish between tolerance as
coexistence and tolerance as doctrinal acceptance.

Keywords:
Tolerance; Polytheistic Religions; Polytheism; Comparative Religion; Doctrinal Flexibility
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