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Abstract:

Recent decades, particularly following the Arab Spring uprisings of 2011,
have witnessed extensive scholarly debate surrounding the concept of the "civil
state" within contemporary Islamic political thought. This research endeavors to
analyze this concept and examine its various manifestations during the period
extending from 2010 to 2024, employing a critical analytical comparative
methodology that scrutinizes the positions of diverse Islamic intellectual schools.
These schools, according to our operational classification, are divided into three
principal categories: the reconciliatory school, represented by thinkers such as
Rashid al-Ghannouchi and Yusuf al-Qaradawi; the rejectionist school,
encompassing Salafi and jihadist currents; and the reformist school, to which
Muhammad Shahrour, Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, and others belong.

The research reveals profound contradictions in the definition and deployment of
the concept, influenced by varying political contexts, historical experiences, and
ideological orientations. Through discourse analysis and examination of practical
applications in Tunisia, Turkey, and Egypt, the study proposes a theoretical model
termed the "Islamic Institutional State," which seeks to transcend the existing
dichotomy between the "religious" and the "civil" by emphasizing institutional
development, the objectives of Sharia (Maqasid al-Shari'ah), equal citizenship,
and separation of powers. The research concludes with a series of
recommendations directed toward researchers and policymakers, advocating for
the development of authentic concepts that respond to contemporary challenges.
Keywords: Civil State, Islamic Political Thought, Arab Spring, Secularism,
Democracy, Citizenship, Islamic Movements.
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