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Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of ellipsis (al-hadhf) in Arabic
grammar. This phenomenon is notably prominent in Arabic poetry, the
Holy Qur'an, as well as in the daily life of the Arab individual, who
frequently employs it for both grammatical and rhetorical purposes. It is
well known that Arabic often favours conciseness in many contexts,
grounded in the principle — transmitted in the prophetic tradition — "The
best of speech is that which is brief and to the point." Looking back to
earlier historical periods, the Arabs would judge a speaker's eloquence on
the basis of their brevity and conciseness, to the extent that this criterion
became one of the fundamentals of Arabic rhetoric.

It is widely recognised that ellipsis pertains more to Arabic rhetoric
than to grammar, due to the diversity of its rhetorical purposes — in
contrast to grammar, which explains this phenomenon from a strictly
syntactic perspective without addressing its rhetorical aims. Indeed, the
rhetoricians (al-balaghiyyiin) have explored this topic more extensively
than the grammarians (al-nahwiyytiin) with regard to the purpose of ellipsis,
the subtlety of its style, and its aesthetic quality, whereas the grammarians
approached it from the standpoint of permissibility or obligatoriness of
ellipsis, and of explaining the reason for its occurrence. Hence, the
researcher chose this phenomenon and studied it through the lens of Arabic
grammar to demonstrate the extent of its connection to both the science of
syntax (nahw) and the science of meanings (al-ma‘ani), while also
presenting numerous opinions of grammarians in this field.

To achieve this objective, the researcher began with a theoretical
study of ellipsis, covering its definition and clarifying the overlap among
similar terms related to the phenomenon. He also addressed the views of
grammarians — both early and modern — arranging them according to
their significance.

Keywords: Ellipsis, Grammar, Causes of Ellipsis, Types of Ellipsis.
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