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Abstract:

This study examines the Nabataean Kingdom as portrayed in Jacques

C. Risler’s book La Civilisation Arabe (The Arab Civilization), considering
it as one of the prominent Arab kingdoms that played a pivotal role in the
history of the region before Islam. The Nabataeans emerged as a major
commercial and cultural power from the third century BCE, controlling
trade routes linking Arabia, the Levant, and Egypt, which placed them in a
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strategic position that significantly influenced the regional balance of
.power

The research focuses on analyzing Risler’s vision of the Nabataeans’
place within the broader trajectory of Arab civilization, through a critical
reading of his work The Arab Civilization. Risler presents a relatively
positive image of the Arabs in general, emphasizing their contributions to
culture, thought, architecture, and trade. In this context, he views the
Nabataeans as a model of transition from nomadic life to settlement and
urbanization. He highlights their role as a bridge between ancient Arab
society and neighboring civilizations, and praises their ability to adapt to
their environment while establishing advanced political and legal systems
.for their time
Keywords: Nabataeans, Orientalism, Roman Empire, Arab civilization,
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