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Applying the Principle of Universal Criminal Jurisdiction to the
Massacres of May 8, 1945.
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Abstract

The massacres of May 8, 1945, committed by French forces
against the unarmed Algerian people, are considered among the most
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heinous crimes against humanity and shared international values,
etched into the national memory. Therefore, it is inconceivable not to
shed light on these horrific crimes in accordance with international
covenants, treaties, and agreements that criminalize all acts
constituting genocide or crimes against humanity. Based on the nature
of these crimes and the current international legal framework, there is
an urgent need to establish a legal framework. This framework would
allow for the possibility of filing future lawsuits based on the principle
of universal criminal jurisdiction. Accordingly, a legal framework
must be established that allows for the possibility of filing future
lawsuits according to the rules of the principle of universal criminal
jurisdiction, which enables the achievement of criminal justice in
holding those responsible for these crimes accountable and punishing
them, while putting in place legal mechanisms that effectively ensure
that perpetrators do not escape punishment, even after the passage of
time or if the crimes occurred in a geographical area outside the
jurisdiction of the court initiating the prosecution, in order to maintain
international peace and security. This would deter similar crimes in
the future and enhance international stability.

Keywords: May 8, 1945 massacres — universal criminal jurisdiction —
international crimes — activation of criminal accountability
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