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Civilizational Interaction between Islam and the West : « The
Contribution of Islamic Thought to the Emergence of the Protestant
Reformation »
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Abstract:

This research seeks to critically investigate the possible influence of
medieval Islamic thought on the early foundations of the Protestant
Reformation in Europe. It does so by exploring key channels of
transmission—namely, philosophy, science, and evolving notions of the
individual’s relationship with religion. The study aims to identify the
contours of potential intellectual impact and to map the trajectories of
civilizational interaction between the Islamic and Christian worlds, moving
beyond reductionist or unilateral historiographical approaches. It further
adopts an open stance toward the hypothesis of cross-cultural intellectual
exchange that preceded and accompanied pivotal moments of religious
transformation in Western history.

Keywords: Thought, Reformation, Islam, Christianity, Influence
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