(183-157) 4o e «(2024) 01 :suall / 02ul=l | Brolall Slulyully &gzl Ala

igileial) Ygud) doliu] 8 @a)939 iyl 29g
Lyuiel] L3 alidg
The Donmeh Jews and their role in falling the Ottoman
Empire and establishing modern Turkey
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Abstact :

The Donmeh is a Jewish group that traces its origins back to its
founder, Sabatay Zevi, who claimed to be the Messiah. Its members
moved to the Ottoman Empire as a result of the persecution practiced
against the Jews in the world, especially in Spain, and as a result of
the policy of tolerance that characterized the Ottoman Empire, which
allowed them to integrate into the Ottoman society until it was
difficult to distinguish them, because they showed what they did not
hide. They showed their Islam while concealing their Jewish belief, as
a religion and political belief. This group penetrated into the Ottoman
society to the point where its members controlled the important and
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leadership positions in the state, which made them cause the fall of the
Ottoman Empire later.

Keywords : Jews, Donmeh Jews, the Ottoman Empire, Sabatay
Zevi, Messiah.
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