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Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the correlation between translation, censorship and patronage
and the ideology reflected in the act of translation. Using comparative analysis, we studied
samples of ideological manipulation in two Arabic translations of Muhammad Asad's The
Road to Makkah. ldeological manipulation was found to be a means by which agents may
deviate the ideological orientation of the target text, which may prevent the aims of translation
and the source text from being identical. Hence, it is a mechanism for cultural hegemony in
the hands of manipulating institutions or individuals. The importance of these findings lies in
the realization that the translator does not always have the upper hand in setting aims and
ensuring impartiality.
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[1] Tbn Saud at last felt strong enough to attempt the conquest of the province of
Al-Hasa on the Persian Gulf (p. 175)
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[2] Except for a Negro servant richly dressed in brocade, with a golden dagger in
his belt, (p. 110)
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[3] The spiritual presence of Abraham is always felt in Arabia, as in the whole
Muslim world, (p. 353)
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[4] Such reasoning has always been the curse of Arabian history: none will admit
that another is better than he (p. 224)
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[5] The climax of lbn Sand's expansion came in 1924-1925, when he conquered
the Hijaz, including Mecca, Medina and Jidda, and expelled the Sharifian dynasty
which had come to power there after Sharif Husayn’s British supported revolt against
the Turks in 1916. It was with the conquest of this Holy Land of Islam that Ibn Saud
now forty-five years old, fully emerged into the view of the outer world. (p. 176-177)
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[6] A good and just man in his personal affairs, loyal to his friends and
supporters and generous toward his enemies, graced by intellectual gifts far above the
level of most of his followers, Ibn Saud has, nevertheless, not displayed that breadth of
vision and inspired leadership which was expected of him. True, he has established a
condition of public security in his vast domains unequalled in Arab lands since the
time of the early Caliphate a thousand years ago; but, unlike those early Caliphs, he
accomplished this by means of harsh laws and punitive measures and not by
inculcating in his people a sense of civic responsibility. (p. 177)
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