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Abstract
The aim of this study is to investigate the appropriateness of the different translation

procedures used in rendering the various semantic as well as stylistic meanings of "exception”
words and style in the Holy Qur'an.

This aim was achieved through deciding, first, on the different meanings of exception in both
Arabic and English languages. Then, some Qur'anic examples of each type of meaning were
chosen, and their various translations were compared and contrasted with the original in order
to decide on the appropriateness of each of the translation procedures used in rendering each
type of meaning, whether semantic or stylistic.

This resulted in deducing a list of translation procedures, put in an order of preference,
according to the extent of the appropriateness of each of them. Some untranslatable meanings
were also spotted, and compensation strategies were suggested. It is hoped that the study
would be useful to translation practitioners as well as theorists by contributing a block to the
field of translation studies. Above all, it is hoped that the study would be useful in correcting
the translations of the holy Qur'an.
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but anyone | and and Only those | and whoso | and
who whoever whosoever | who taste | tastes it | whoever »5 %01
refrains does  not | tasteth it | not of it go | not, he is|tastes it| , .
from tasting | taste it is | not he is | with me: A | of me, | not, he is | @ AsallE
it will indeed  of | of me, | mere  sip | saving of me, ozt -3
belong with | me, save him |out of the | him who | except GizelgeN|
me; if excepting | who taketh | hand is | scoops up | him who AT
he scoops one who | (thereof) excused." with  his | takes i e
up justone | takes [from | in the | but they all | hand." But | (thereof) qli—-‘.é)j‘;
handful [he |it] in the | hollow of | drank of it, | they drank | in the 2T
will be hollow of | his hand. | except a | of it, | hollow of 0{ ’)LQ
excused].” | his hand." | But they | few." except a | his hand." T
Butthey all | But  they | drank few  of | Yet, they 249520
drank drank from | thereof, all them; drank
[deep] from | it, except a | save a few thereof,
it, [very] few | of them. all, except
exceptfor a | of them. a few of
few. them.
their Multiplied | The doom | (But)  the | of sin- | The Al v\v%z
torment for him is | will be | Penalty on | doubled torment
will be the doubled the Day of |shall  be | will be a3l LS\
doubled on | punishment | for him on | Judgment the doubled to ,,,_,,“
the Day of | on the Day | the Day of | will be | chastiseme | him on the 5*“-‘)\
Resurrectio | of Resurrecti | doubled to | nt for him | Day  of ﬂ@b T edd
n, and they | Resurrectio | on, and he | him, and he | on the | Resurrecti ”
will n, and he | will abide | will dwell | Resurrecti | on, and he | %3360
remain in | will abide | therein therein  in [ on  Day, | will abide fow g =
torment, therein disdained | ignominy,- | and he | therein in GL=SiE 355
disgraced, humiliated - | forever; Unless he | shall dwell | disgrace; W J-}Z\/\Jj‘s
except Except for | Save him | repents, therein Except b 'L,&
those who | those who | who believes, humbled, |those who | & e
repent, repent, repenteth |and works | save him | repent and jj’g;ﬁ\‘,@,)
believe, and | believe and | and righteous who believe (in P
do good | do righteous | believeth | deeds, repents, Islamic 02D
deeds work. a_nd doth and_ Monotheis | 70_¢9 .ou 4
righteous believes, m), and do
work; and does | righteous
righteous | deeds,
work -
38Every Every soul, | Every soul | Every soul | Every soul | Every G % 42 %) 3
soul is held | for what it | is a pledge | will be | shall  be | personisa | ° o
in pledge has earned, | for its own | (held) in | pledged pledge for |@® ’g’g) JC./{
for its will be | deeds; pledge for | for what it | what  he ~
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deeds, retainedExc | Save those | its  deeds. | has has e &
39but the ept the | who will | Except the | earned,sav | earned, @Q !
Companion | companions | stand on | Companion |e the | Except 39 :
s of theright, | the right|s of the | Companio |those on
of the Right hand. Right Hand. | ns of the | the Right,
will stay in Right; (ie. the
Gardens pious true
and  ask believers
about  the of Islamic
quilty. Monotheis

m);
e a8y haase of pU slazaV) o Sl ol 20 Y
if We had And if We | And if We | If We had | But had | And if We | -z &4
ordered, had decreed | had ordered We had h'*'é:’\’,"' y4
‘Lay down | upon them, | decreed them to | prescribed | ordered \j\fj j e
your lives” | "Kill for them: | sacrifice for them, | them e e
or ‘Leave yourselves” | Lay down | their lives | saying, (saying), [FEA SR e
your or "Leave | your lives | or to leave | 'Slay "Kill € L0 1)}{‘,
homes,’ your or go forth | their homes, | yourselves | yourselves ﬂw\‘ 202
they would | homes," from vyour | very few of | ' or 'Leave | (i.e.  the 4 s j.J;
not have they would | dwellings, | them would | your innnocent - -
done so, not  have | but few of | have done | habitations | ones  kill 66 L.
except for a | done it, | them it: , they | the guilty
few— except for a | would would not | ones) or
few of | have done have done | leave your
them. it;; it, save a | homes,"
few of | very few
them; of  them
would
have done
it;
Leave with | So set out | So travel | now travel | so set | So travel &ﬂ) :1%) 5
your with  your | with  thy | with thy | forth, thou | with your | = ~ xa
household | family people in a | family with  thy | family in a ’3&_’“/: Zhy
in the dead | during a | part of the | while yet a | family, in | part of the o5 g :
of night, | portion  of | night, and | part of the | a watch of | night, and o s &
and let none | the  night | let not one | night the night, | letnotany | . 2x. 3
of you turn | and let not | of you | remains, and let not | of you Ak it
back. Only | any among | turn round | and let not | any one of | look back, %w\:; T s
your you  look | - (all) save | any of you | you turn | but your re. "
wifewill back - | thy wife. | look back: | round, wife (will 81 EYYN
suffer  the | except your | Lo! that | but thy wife | excepting | remain
fate that | wife; which (will remain | thy wife; | behind),
befalls the | indeed, she | smiteth behind): To | surely she | verily, the
others will be | them will | her will | shall  be | punishmen
struck by | smite her | happen smitten by |t  which
that which | (also). what that which | will afflict
strikes happens to | smites them, will
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them. the people. | them."' afflict her.
He is the [He is] | (He is) the | "He (alone) | Knower "(He %ﬂgﬁ% 6
One who Knower of | Knower of | knows the | He of the | Alone) the Jal
knows what | the unseen, | the Unseen, nor | Unseen, | All- elaa 26 15
is hidden. and He does | Unseen, does He | and  He | Knower of N
27 He does | not disclose | and He | make any | discloses | the Gha'ib | 2= g‘ﬂ@
not disclose | His revealeth | one not  His | (unseen), Haa 286 428
itexceptto | [knowledge | unto none | acquainted | Unseen to | and He g
a messenger | of the] | His secret, | with His | anyone, reveals to | Jgy 4503 % fe
of His unseen to | Save unto | Mysteries,- | save only | none His P
choosing. anyone every Except a|to such a | Gha'ib @V 4 dle
Except messenger | messenger | Messenger | (unseen).E 27-26: 4
whom He | whom He | whom He|as He is| xcept to a
has hath has chosen: | well- Messenger
approved of | chosen, pleased (from
messengers, with;, mankind)
whom He
has chosen
(He
informs
him of
unseen as
much  as
He likes),
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SO0 give So give them | So give So So give So 3,977 7
them news | tidings of a them tidings | announce | them good | announce to -
of a painful of apainful |tothema |tidingsofa |thema ® )_j/\ W3
painful punishment, doom, Penalty painful painful R4
torment. Exceptfor Save those Grievous, | chastiseme | torment. 3;5*\; CJ’.J,“ \Jl
25 But those who who believe | Exceptto | nt,except Save those 115
those who | believe and do | and do good | those who | those that | who believe _ -
believe righteous works, for believe and | believe, and | and do SIS
and do deeds. For theirsis a work do righteous o o 12572 85
good them is a reward righteous righteous good deeds, r‘?f”“‘ﬁ
deeds will | reward unfailing. deeds: de §
have a uninterrupted. eds -- theirs D4 sEsy
never- shall be a T
ending wage 25
reward. unfailing.
When We | And [mention] | And when And And when | And & b S
told the when We said | We said behold, We | We said to | (remember) 27
angels, to the angels, | unto the said to the | the angels, | when We Z_ 4
‘Bow "Prostrate angels: angels: '‘Bow said to the -2
downbefor | before Adam™; | Prostrate "Bow yourselves | angels: ’r;” \Jj;uj
e Adam,” | sothey yourselves down to to Adam’; "Prostrate P .
they all prostrated, before Adam" and | so they yourselves Q\, P!
bowed. except for Adam, they | they bowed before P .
Butnot | Iblees. He fell bowed themselves, | Adam. And | ¢ kL
Iblis, who | refused and prostrate, down. Not | save Iblis; | they AT T
refused was arrogant | allsave Iblis. | so Iblis: he | he refused, | prostrated 2RI
and was and became of | He demurred | refused and waxed | except Iblis £0 5 kit
arrogant: | the through and was proud, and | (Satan), he Z”
he was disbelievers. pride, and so | haughty: so he refused and 34 520
one of became a He was of | became one | was proud
the disbeliever. | those who | of the and was one
disobedien reject unbelievers. | of the
t. Faith. disbelievers

(disobedient

to Allah).
They They said, They said: They said: | They said, | "They (the *ql F - %9
replied, "Indeed, we We have "We have | 'We have angels) said: | = ,
‘We have | have been sent | been sent beensent | been sent "We have 25 e
been to a people of | unto a guilty | to a people | unto a beensentto | =~ -
sentto a criminals, folk, (All) (deep) in people of a people = ,453
people Except the save the sin, sinners, who are s 4 x T
who are family of Lot; | family of Excepting | excepting Mujrimun G sJS Jie Y\;
guilty.’ indeed, we Lot. the the folk of | (criminals, -3 457
59But We | will save them adherents | Lot; them disbelievers, e
shall save | all of Lut: we shall polytheists,
the Except his them we deliverall sinners).
household | wife." Allah are together, (All) except
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of decreed that certainly excepting the family 59
Lot, 60 all | she is of those (charged) | hiswife --' | of Lout
except his | who remain to save (Lot).
wife: behind. (from
harm),-
Corge pb adadis slinaly DNyl
There They will not | They hear | They will | There they | They shall g %10
they will | hear therein | therein  no | not there | shall hear | not hear
hear only | any ill speech | idle  talk, hegr any | no idle therei_n (in | \@2 i
peaceful | - only | but  only | vain talk, Paradise) e F i
talk, [greetings of] | Peace; and | discourse, | butonly any Laghw Gy B
nothing peace - and | therein they | but only | 'Peace.’ (dirty, false, \@,’;ﬁ_}»@
bad; there | they will have | have food | salutations | There they | evil vain p :d.’
they will | their for morn | of Peace: | shall have | talk), %@Q«Z@?ﬁ
be given | provision and And they | their butonly 62
provision | therein, evening. will have | provision | Salam
morning | morning and therein at  dawn | (salutations
and afternoon. their and of peace).
evening. sustenance | evening.
, morning
and
evening.
with no They have no | they have | with  no | they have | They have V‘é = %‘).11
knowledg | knowledge of | no (certain) no no (certain) | \_
e it except the | knowledge | knowledge | knowledge | knowledge, | N\ Je &s s
to follow, | following of | thereof save |, but only | of him, | they follow | %;,MZ
only assumption. pursuit of a | conjecture | except the | nothing but % sz ﬁu’/\
suppositio | And they did | conjecture; | to follow, | following | conjecture. Ll sz
n:  they | not kill him, |they slew | for of a | of surmise; | For surely; T
certainly | for certain. him not for | surety they | and  they | they killed 157 ot
did not certain. Killed him | slew him | him not [i.e.
kill him not:- not of a|'lesa
certainty -- | (Jesus),
no indeed;
I had no But 1 had no|And | had |1 had no|for | had |l had no s %12
power authority over | no  power | authority | no authority
over you |you except|over you |over you |authority over you | d Hes
exceptto |that | invited | save that | |except to | over vyou, | except that _
call you, |you, and you | called unto |call you |but that I |I called | o8 &=
and you responded to | you and ye | but ye | called you, | you, so you 1?3!/1 e
responded | me. So do not | obeyed me. | listened to | and  you | responded oA
to my blame me; but | So  blame | me: then | answered |to me. So b
call, so do | blame not, but | reproach me. So do | blame me " .
not blame | yourselves blame not me, | not blame | not, but 5/34,1’.;;3\9
me; yourselv but me, but | blame badc 4k
blame reproach blame yourselves.. | 2= Gyst
yourselve your own | yourselves; | " o{ ~23
S. souls.
22 0y
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If there Had there | If  there | If  there | Why, Had there €3 » 13
had been | been within | were were, in | were there | been therein | ~
in the the heavens | therein the gods in | (in the "1 f@\;"/ )
heavens or | and earth | gods heavens earth and | heavens and :N:, :::
earth any | gods besides | beside and  the | heaven the earth) Ed &
gods but | Allah, they | Allah, earth, other gods besides 22 LY
Him, both | both  would | then verily | other gods | than God, | Allah,  then
heavens have  been | both (the | besides they verily  both
and earth | ruined.  So | heavens Allah, would would  have
would be | exalted is|and  the | there surely go | been ruined.
in ruins Allah, Lord | earth) had | would to ruin; so
of the | been have been | glory be to
Throne, disordered | confusion | God, the
above what in both! Lord of
they the
describe. Throne,
above that
they
describe!
and And We have | And  We | And and And We have uﬁl » 14
guarded it | protected it | have (moreover | guarded guarded = °F
from from every | guarded it | ) We have | them from | (near heaven) ’éfﬁ Ko
every devil from guarded every from every | 5 _. o
stoned expelled every them from | accursed | outcast e
satan: any | [from the | outcast every Satan Shaitan o) f)};
eavesdrop | mercy of | devil, cursed excepting | (devil). i
per Allah] Save him | devil: such  as | Except him 18 : =
will be | Except one | who But any | listens by | (devil)  that
pursued who steals a | stealeth that gains | stealth -- | gains hearing
by a | hearing and | the a hearing | and he is | by stealing, he
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register. Book. but are | or greater than

recorded in a | greater, that but is
clear record. | but in a | (written) ina
Manifest | Clear

Book. Record.
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If only | So why were | If only | Why  were | Or if | If only there 26
there had | there not | there had | there  not, | there had | had been
been, among the | been among the | been, of | among the &5@,&3’5%
among the | generations | among the | generations | the generations o e
generation | before you | generation | before you, | generatio | before you, gjﬁﬁ?o:@z’)—ﬂ\
s  before | those of | s  Dbefore | persons ns before | persons v ads
your time, | enduring you men | possessed of | you, men | having 5 P A
people discriminati | possessing | balanced of a | wisdom, \“ u-é’y’i’ a3 a\;ji
with a|on a remnant | good sense, | remainde | prohibiting i < : L
remnant of | forbidding (of good | prohibiting | r (others) ,;ik‘,\\:a_;‘j&bﬁ&.éﬁ
good corruption sense) to | (men) from | forbiddin | from Al- | e e et
sense, to|on earth -|warn (their | mischief in |g Fasad IS A0
forbid except a few | people) the earth - | corruptio | (disbelief, 3;,@5 uL’e,'S
corruption | of those We | from excepta few | n in the | polytheism, TTE
on the | saved from | corruption | among them | earth -- | and all kinds %@wj&
earth! We | among in the | whom  We | except a|of  crimes
saved only | them? But | earth, as|saved (from | few of [ and sins) in
a few of |those who |did a few | harm)? But | those the  earth, 116 :55»
them, wronged of  those | the wrong- | whom except a few
while the | pursued whom We | doers We of those
unjust what luxury | saved from | pursued the | delivered | whom We
pursued they  were | them! The | enjoyment of them; | saved from
the given wrong- of the good | but  the | among
enjoyment | therein, and | doers things of life | evildoers | them. Those
of plenty, | they  were | followed which were | followed | who did
and criminals. that by | given them, | the ease | wrong
persisted in which they | and they were | pursued the
sin. were made | persisted in | given to | enjoyment
sapless, sin. exult in| of good
and were and things of
guilty. became (this
sinners. worldly)
life, and
were
Mujrimun
(criminals,
disbelievers
in Allah,
polytheists,
sinners,
etc.).
but there | But  there | Now there | But after | Then Then, there 27
came after | came after | hath them there | there has
them them succeeded | followed a | succeede | succeeded Pa LAl b
generation | successors them a | posterity d after | them Y
S who | who later who missed | them  a | posterity W\‘ |5
neglected | neglected generation | prayers and | successio | who  have
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prayer and
were
driven by
their own
desires.
These will
come face
to face
with their
evil, but
those who
repent,
who
believe,
who do
righteous
deeds, will
enter
Paradise.
They will
not be
wronged in
the least:

prayer and
pursued
desires; so
they are
going to
meet evil
Except
those  who
repent,
believe and
do
righteousnes
s; for those
will enter
Paradise and
will not be
wronged at
all.

whom
have
ruined
worship
and have
followed
lusts. But
they  will
meet
deception.
Save him
who shall
repent and
believe and
do right.
Such  will
enter the
Garden,
and they
will not be
wronged in
aught -

followed
after  lusts
soon, then,
will they
face
Destruction,
-Except
those  who
repent and
believe, and
work
righteousnes
s: for these
will enter
the Garden
and will not
be wronged
in the least,-

n who
wasted
the
prayer,
and
followed
lusts; so
they shall
encounter
error
save him
who
repents,
and
believes,
and does
a
righteous
deed;
those --
they shall
enter
Paradise,
and they
shall not
be
wronged
anything;

given up As-
Salat  (the
prayers) [i.e.
made their
Salat
(prayers) to
be lost,
either by not
offering
them or by
not offering
them
perfectly or
by not
offering
them in their
proper fixed
times, etc.]
and have
followed
lusts. So
they will be
thrown in
Hell.Except
those  who
repent and
believe (in
the Oneness
of Allah and
His
Messenger
Muhammad
SAW), and
work
righteousnes
s. Such will
enter
Paradise and
they will not
be wronged
in aught.
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All
were
originallyon
e single
community,
but later
they
differed.

people

And
mankind
was notbut
one
community
[united in
religion], but
[then] they
differed.

Mankind
were  but
one
community
; then they
differed;

Mankind
was  but
one nation,
but
differed
(later).

Mankind
wereonly
one nation,
then  they
fell into
variance.

Mankind
were
one
community
(i.e. on one
religion -
Islamic
Monotheism
), then they
differed
(later),

but

o

e ik i

toaddl Jd il edle] b

3lIntercessio
n will not
work  with
Him, except
by those to
whom  He
gives

permission.’

And
intercession
does not
benefit with
Him except
for one
whom  He
permits.

No

intercessio
n availeth
with  Him
save for
him whom
He

permitteth.

"No
intercessio
n can avail
in His
Presence,
except for
those for
whom He
has granted
permission

Intercession

will not
avail  with
Him  save
for him to
whom  He
gives leave;

Intercession
with Him
profits not,
except for
him  whom
He permits.
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I will not
drive
believers
away. | am
here only to
give people
a clear
warning.’

And | am
not one to
drive away
the
believers. |
am only a
clear
warner."

And | am
not (here)
to repulse
believers. |
am only a
plain
warner.

"I am not
one to
drive away
those who
believe. "l
am sent
only to
warn

I would not
drive away
the
believers; 'l
am naught
but a plain
warner.'

"And | am
not going to
drive away
the
believers. |
am only a
plain
warner."
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God: there is | Allah - there | Allah! Allah! God, there is | Allah! (none :gr/,:- 31
no god but |is no deity | There is no | There is no | no god but | has the right | —* %
Him, the | except Him, | deity save | god  but | He, the | to be il - q\
Ever Living, | the Ever- | Him, the | He,-the Living, the | worshipped S aER S
the Ever | Living, the | Alive, the | Living, the | Everlasting. but He), the ”ifﬁ g 54{(
Watchful. Sustainer of | Eternal. Self- Ever Living, ”® £z
[all] subsisting, the One Who %”’fq”ﬁ;‘,
existence. Eternal. sustains and AP Ayds
protects all 255 520
that exists.
the those  who | the the the the Q2 » 32
disbelievers | disbelieve disbelievers | Unbeliever | unbelievers | disbelievers | ™ )
say, ‘Th_ese say, "This is | say: Thisis | s say: _saying, This | say: "Th_ese %) ’\\;’,_ gj{/
are nothing | not but | naught else | "These are | is naught | are nothing - 1,
but ancient | legends  of | than fables | nothing but the fairy- | but tales of | &) Jsy
fables’, the  former | of the men | but tales of | tales of the | the men of .. . oz
peoples.” of old. the ancient ones." | old." L §) Ipae=
ancients." ST 2 4 ,1
25:0Y 4
Jypyg&wrdwmwé\ﬁuduﬂ}&é
9They seek | They [think | They think | Fain would | They would | They (think | . 5 s 33
to  deceive | to] deceive | to beguile | they trick God | to) deceive RIS
God and the | Allah and | Allah and | deceive and the | Allah and 144 _m, 21
believers but | those  who | those who | Allah and | believers, those  who | X =D 4
they only | believe, but | believe, those who | and only | believe, 2\
deceive they deceive | and  they | believe, but | themselves while  they ﬂ")f S
themselves, not except | beguile they only | they deceive, | only deceive 7 A ”"’i
though they | themselves none save | deceive and they are | themselves, -
do not realize | and perceive | themselves; | themselves, | not aware. and perceive %@ 25
it. [it] not. but  they | and realise (it) not!
perceive (it) not! 9 520
not.
o o Ogose uab 14Sh 9 035,5 ANyl Sy pod et pu2d
| created jinn | And | did |1 created | | have only | I have not | And I (Allah) G b 34
and mankind | not  create | the jinn and | created created jinn | created not )
only to | the jinn and | humankind | Jinns and | and mankind | the jinns and uﬂ,ﬁ :A_\”,’;’
worship Me: | mankind only that | men, that | except to | humans
except to | they might | they may | serve Me. except they e%c,»iﬁi}j/
worship Me. | worship serve Me. should s
Me. worship  Me 56 s\l
(Alone).
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Say, ‘People

of the Book,
let us arrive
at a
statement
that is
common to
us all: we
worship God
alone

Say, "O
People of the
Scripture,

come to a
word that is
equitable

between us
and you -
that we will
not worship
except Allah

Say: "O
People of
the Book!
come to
common
terms as
between us
and  you:
That we
worship

nonebut
Allah;

Say: "O
People of
the Book!
come to
common
terms as
between us
and  you:
That we
worship
none but
Allah;

Say: 'People
of the Book!
Come now to
a word
common
between us
and you, that
we serve
none but
God,

Say (O
Muhammad
SAW): "O
people of the
Scripture
(Jews  and
Christians):
Come to a
word that is
just between
us and vyou,
that we
worship
none
Allah,

but
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