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The Importance of Using Footnotes in the Translation of Travel Literature: An
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in the Translation of the Book Ecrits sur le Sable by Isabelle EBERHARDT
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Abstract:

The present paper examines and discusses the footnotes employed by the translator
Abdelkader MIHI in his translation of Ecrits sur le Sable by Isabelle EBERHARDT.
The definition and significance of footnotes and notes, particularly in literary works,
have been highlighted. Also, some approaches proposed by theorists, such as Eugene
NIDA, Peter NEWMARK and Lawrence VENUTI, have been treated. In addition, we
discussed some principles and conditions that guide the use of footnotes. Furthermore,
we described, analysed, and explained the footnotes used by the translator written in
the first and second journals. This paper intends to identify the way the translator used
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his footnotes and their importance in the translation of travel literature, based on the
different approaches proposed by theorists. The study concluded that the translator
utilised only footnotes without using notes in the translated text, neither at the end of
the journal nor at the end of the book. The translator largely adopted what the theorist
Nida does in the use of footnotes, as if he was inspired by his ideas, particularly when
explaining proper nouns and geographical areas.
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« Pour le moment,
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provisoire foyer de

Cagliari ou je me

retrouve avec une

douce sensation de

Vvoir un étre que
1’aime bien

réellement, et dont
la présence m’est
insensiblement
devenue une des
conditions de bien-
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