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Abstract:

The present study investigates Imam Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi‘i's position on the
rejection of prophetic hadith on rational grounds, by elucidating the precise nature of this
position and deriving the methodological criteria he established for addressing alleged
conflicts between revealed reports and rational judgement. The research arises from a
central problem reflected in divergent contemporary portrayals of al-Shafi‘i, oscillating
between readings that depict him as denying any legitimate role for reason, and others that
accuse him of subordinating the text to a prior rational standard, thereby underscoring the
need to reconstruct his stance directly from his foundational usul and figh writings.

The study aims, first, to identify the usuli and theological premises upon which al-Shafi’i
grounded his view of the epistemic authority of prophetic reports and their relationship to
reason, and to clarify the concept of ‘agl within his intellectual framework, together with its
domains and limits in engaging with scriptural texts. Secondly, it seeks to uncover the
operative principles he formulated for dealing with apparent contradictions either among
textual evidences or between text and rational inference, and to demonstrate the
methodological implications of these principles for regulating contemporary juristic ijtihad.
Methodologically, the research employs an inductive reading of al-Shafi'i’s primary works,
such as al-Risala, al-Umm, and Ikhtilaf al-Hadith, followed by analytical and critical
examination to derive their underlying maxims and to assess

competing interpretations, with recourse to comparative analysis where appropriate to
situate his approach vis-a-vis selected classical and modern trends.

Keywords: Hadith Rejection; Al-Shafi'l; Reason; or Rationality.
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