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Abstract:

Purpose-based juristic preference (Tarjeeh al-Magasid) is a crucial topic in Islamic legal
theory (ustl al-figh), focusing on the methodologies of prioritizing legal evidence based
on the higher objectives (magasid) of Islamic law (shari‘ah). Al-Tahir ibn ‘Ashir is
regarded as a pioneer of the maqasid school in modern Islamic thought. He placed
significant emphasis on the objectives of Islamic law in deriving and prioritizing legal
rulings, making him a key figure in this field.

This research paper aims to shed light on the methodology of purpose-based juristic
preference (Tarjeeh al-Magasid) employed by al-Tahir ibn ‘Ashir, elucidating its
foundations, methods, and applications in Islamic jurisprudence. It addresses a central
question: How did ibn ‘Ashiir utilize the objectives of Islamic law (Magasid al-Shar ah)
to prioritize among legal evidences? The researcher concludes with several key findings,
most notably that ibn ‘Ashiir’s qualitative contributions to the science of Magqasid al-
Shari‘ah were a significant breakthrough and an additional methodology for prioritizing
legal evidences and attaining the divine intent.

Keywords: Ibn Ashur; Objectives of Islamic Law; Juristic Preference; Contradiction of
Proofs; Usill al-Figh.
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