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Women's issues in Arab theatre
The play "Women's Prison" by Fathia Al-Assal as a model
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Abstract:

This intervention aims to shed light on some of the women's issues
in the Arab world as addressed by various theatrical texts, in order to
determine the extent to which they accommodate women and their
interests. I took the play "Women's Prison" by the Egyptian writer
"Fathiya Al-Assal" as a sample for the study. This play revolves
around a group of detained women, each of them has an experience
and an issue independent of the other. In her play, the writer - in the
words of Fouad Dawara - dealt with multiple segments of oppressed
and violated women alongside a small number of steadfast female
activists, varying between class classification (poor women, and those
who belong to the upper classes of society), and criminal
classification (the murderous woman, the thief, the politician, and
even the oppressed). Through the mature artistic depiction of the play,
the lively, flowing situations, the lively, sarcastic dialogue, and the
growing, heated clashes, the truth of some of the conditions
controlling women in our Arab society and the main conflict that
prevails over it will be revealed to us; between the forces of good,
progress, and liberation, and the forces of evil, backwardness, and
restriction.

Keywords: Women/Arab theatre/play “Women'’s Prison”.
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